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LOOKING FORWARD 


TO 


CONFERENCE 


Mistakes of 


1919 Must 


Not be Repeated 


by Mrs. H. M. 


SWANWICK 


In a series of three articles, entitled “ Thoughts on a World Con- 
ference,” the well-informed writer of the recently published “ Collective 
Insecurity ” and other notable works deals with the realities which must 


be faced now if the next world conference is to be a success. 


In this 


article, the first of the series, she calls for “real policies,” not 
* incantations.” 


call for a new world conference, here 


INCE we pacifists are committed to the 
S are a few of the more important 


that may be held in the near future wil] 
start from things as they are. 


Germany has made several offers in the 


considerations that must be weighed if the past voluntarily to limit her armaments, but 


demand is to be a practical proposition 


What can we do, each least one of us, 
to make straight the path of the negoti- 
ators? Because that is what we must be 
thinking about. We do not even know 
what governments will be in power and 
what hope there may be of something wiser 
than the conferences of 1919. 


We do know that Lord Halifax has re- 
marked that what we were witnessing in 
the autumn of 1938 was the revision of the 
Treaty of Versailles; that Mr. Chamber- 
lain said in the House, on December 19, that 
the post-war treatment of Germany had 
been “neither generous nor wise,” that the 
League of Nations has declared in favour 
of separating the Covenant of the League 
from the Peace Treaties, of which it forms 
the first part. 


Moreover, entirely one-sided as the re- 
vision of the Treaty of Versailles has been 
in all the clauses relating to Reparations 
and the rearmament of Germany, this re- 
vision is an accomplished fact about which 
no-one proposes at this time of day to 
quarrel. 


va 


There are, of course, die-hards who think 
the integral Foch-Poincaré policy should 
have been carried out, with the wholly 
desirable result that Germany would have 
been broken up again into something re- 
sembling her pre-1870 status, but minus the 
Rhineland and various other portions of the 
Reich. 


Even Mr. F. A. Voight (Unto Cesar, - 


pp. 148, 149), however, admits regretfully 
that this was really not practicable and we 
may take it therefore that any conference 
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they wer all treated with contumcly and 

it is probable that on this point, as,on all 

others, Herr Hitler would proceed to 

negotiate on the basis of what exists now. 
* 


We demand a world conference. Let us 
beware of using this demand as a sort of 
incantation; as a lazy-minded way of 
throwing upon others a number of prob- 
lems which we have not thought out, 
which perhaps we are ourselves (by half- 
informed propaganda) helping to make in- 
soluble, while, if they are not solved to 
our liking, we can indulge in the luxury 
of abusing the unfortunates who have 
failed. 

I recall vividly how, during the years 


i 


A NEW WORLD 


1914-18, many pacifists urged that the politi- 
cal map of the world should be re-drawn in 
accordance with the verdict of plebiscites 
of the inhabitants; and the lamentable re- 
sults of some of the plebiscites that were 
taken. The fact being that the plebiscite 
enthusiasts did what we all tend to do: 
they simplified and they idealized the con- 
ditions. 

They conceived the vote of every inhabit- 
ant taken in an orderly way, with no 
intimidation (but with very inadequate 
knowledge of economic effects). They 
then imagined him living ever after, under 
the national government of his choice, or, 
if the majority had voted contrary to his 
wish, contentedly removing himself to the 
jurisdiction of the government of his 
choice, which would welcome him and find 
room for him. Tardily and imperfectly has 
it been realized that in many regions, 
owing to the backwardness of the inhabit- 
ants, or the inextricable mixture of races, 
or the terrorism of those in power, or the 
economic effects of geographical conditions 
(mountains, rivers, soil and subsoil, 
proximity to the sea, &c.) a plebiscite may 
be the clumsiest instrument for the attain- 
ment of a happy and stable settlement. 

In the Danube basin, for instance, the 
much vaunted “ liberation” of the unwilling 
members of the Austro-Hungarian Empire 
from its yoke, might have been accomp- 
lished if, instead of the Balkanization actu- 
ally carried out, some sort of federal, or at 
least economically cooperative, system 
could have been evolved, in which not only 
the former members of that Empire, but 
the whole of the Ukraine, Rumania, Bul- 
garia, and Serbia would have been 
associated. 


ova 


Note. please, that I say, “could have been 
evolved.” For I am well aware that at 


(continued on page 12) 


— 


2d, 


PLEAS TO 


ROOSEVELT 


AND 
BRITISH 


GOVERNMENT 


N effort to interest President 

Roosevelt in the idea of a new 
world economic conference has been 
made by Sir George Paish, well- 
known economist. 

Sir George afterward said he 
thought Germany and Italy would be 
willing to cooperate, and expressed 
the view that the totalitarian States 
were in great economic distress. 


“It seems obvious,” he added, “ that 
the Jewish persecution was under- 
taken to extract funds from the Jews 
in order to aid the very difficult 
situation.” 

* 


Calling of an international con- 
ference to secure “a fuller establish- 
ment of justice between the nations 
and the removal of the causes of 
conflict” was suggested in a state- 
ment issued by a conference of clergy 
under the presidency of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. 


It urged the British Government 
to lead the world by acting on the 
assumption that the primary aim of 
international cooperation should be a 
concerted attempt by all nations to 
raise the standard of living for the 
mass of the people in every nation. 


THE FIGHT 
AGAINST 
CONSCRIPTION 


See page 7 


The World Economic Conference of 1933 in session at the Geological Museum, South Kensington, with the late Ramsay MacDonald, 
then Prime Minister, in the chair. Inadequate preparation and conflicting interests—particularly over the question of, monetary policy— 
made the Conference a fiasco. From the beginning it was, in the words of M. Maisky, the Soviet delegate, “deeply penetrated by one 
fundamental mood—adjournment.” Commander Stephen King-Hall, in the survey “Our Own Times” (Nicholson & Watson) says that the 


Conference “ was either two years too late or five years too early.” 
tion is pressing, and the demand for it steadily growing. 


Today the need for another effort at world conference and coopera- 
In a series of articles, the first of which appears above, Mrs. H. M. Swanwick 
discusses the conditions which must be fulfilled if the next world conference is not to go the way of previous efforts of the kind. 
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PEACE 


SUEZ: Why Italy 


Seeks a 


[PALY has brought the Suez Canal into 
the limelight with her claim for a share 
in the administration of the canal. 

The Suez Canal Company, she claims, 
should regard itself as a public utility con- 
cern in which all countries with a con- 
siderable share should have an interest, 
“regard naturally being had [in the words 
of Signor Gayda] to the legitimate rights 
of Egypt, which is the sovereign Power in 
the territory traversed by the canal.” 

At present it cannot be said that the ad- 
ministration of the canal is internationa- 
lized even to this extent. 


Present Control 


The Suez Canal Company is a joint-stock 
company registered in France, and having 
its legal seat .in Egypt. Over half 
the shares are held by Frenchmen, most of 
its officers are French, and the control of 
the company is in the hands of the French 
also. 

Since Disraeli purchased the Khedive of 
Egypt’s holding in 1875, Great Britain has 
owned nearly 46 per cent of the shares, 
but exerts very little influence over the 
affairs of the company, as no single share- 
holder may wield more than ten votes at 
the annual general meeting of the com- 
pany. 

The administration of the company is in 
the hands of 32 directors, 21 of whom are 
French, one Dutch, and ten British. 


British Directors 


The ten British directors are divided into 
two groups. Three of them are appointed 
by the British Government, as was agreed 
when the holding was purchased in 1875; 
the remaining seven represent British ship- 
owning interests, being appointed by the 
“London .Committee” of shipowners, by 
virtue of an agreement made with the com- 
pany in 1883. 

The three directors nominated by the 
Government were originally officials 
appointed to look after the interests of the 
country. (Disraeli purchased the shares 
with a political rather than a commercial 
object). Nowadays, however, it would 
seem that the positions are looked upon as 
a fitting reward for long service in public 
affairs. 

The seven unofficial directors do, of 
course, represent shipping interests. 


« Principal Nationalities 
Interested ” 


The canal owes its foundation to a con- 
cession obtained from the Viceroy of Egypt 
in 1854 by Ferdinand de Lesseps, the 
moving spirit behind the canal scheme. 
The Concession expires in 1968 (99 years 
after the opening of the canal), when the 
Egyptian Government becomes the owner 
of the canal. The Act of Concession con- 
tains the agreed Articles of Association of 
the company, which include one stating 
that the members of the Board of Directors 
represent “the principal nationalities in- 
terested in the undertaking” 

Strenuous opposition to the canal project 
was offered by Great Britain—in the main, 
it would seem, because she feared the poli- 
tical aims of France. 

When the Khedive found himself in need 
of money, Disraeli purchased the shares in 
order that they should not fall into French 
hands. From that time we began to take 
more interest and we ceased to attack it. 
Instead, extensive negotiations between 
British shipowners and the company re- 
sulted in many improvements being made 
in such questions as the canal dues and 
the measurement of the tonnage on which 
the dues are levied 

The desires of the “nationalities interested 
in the undertaking ” have not always been 
consulted, nevertheless, and shipowners 
complain that the interests of the share- 
holders have been safeguarded to the de- 
triment of world shipping. 
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The economic depression in the early 
1930's caused the dissatisfaction of the Bri- 
tish shipowners to issue forth in renewed 
agitation for a reformation of the policy 
and administration of the company. It 
was stated that Britain’s percentage of the 
tonnage passing through the canal had 
always been around the fifty per cent 
mark—it had been as high as 73 per cent— 
yet she could not obtain what she believed 
to be a necessary reduction of canal dues 
in a time of trade depression. 

The immediate cause of the dissatisfac- 
tion was strengthened by the knowledge 
that in the past the company had broken 
what were alleged to be solemn agreements 
to reduce the scale of charges. The com- 
pany showed little sympathy toward these 
protestations, and the agitation gradually 
died down. 


Italy’s Case 
Now Italy is pursuing a policy which 
resembles that of the British shipowners. 
Whether her ends are political or com- 
mercial, Italy is second only to Britain in 
the tonnage that uses the canal. In the 
years 1923-32 Great Britain, France, Ger- 


NEWS 


Arms Profits 
Up: 
Wages Down 


WHILE the profits of the arms 

firms and their subsidiaries are 
skyrocketing, figures recently pub- 
lished in the Statistical Bulletin, 
organ of the Iron and Steel Federa- 
tion, show that weekly earnings of 
workers employed in the industry 
have been steadily going down. Be- 
ginning last May, there has been an 
evident decrease compared with simi- 
lar earnings a year before. The drop 
in wages is more conspicuous when it 
is translated into real wages, through 
comparison with the official cost of 
living index. 

Taking 100 as the mark of compari- 
son, representing real wages in 1937, 
the figure by the end of last August 
(the latest available compilation) was 
down to 95 for actual wages in terms 
of purchasing power. 


bear on the shareholders little radical 
change can be effected; some, noting the 
dividends of well over 25 per cent, say 
the only remedy is to make the canal an 
international public utility, the control of 
which shall be shared by those “ nationali- 
ties interested in the undertaking.” 

Since Italy is in no more unfavourable 
a position with regard to the canal than 


many and the Netherlands sent more ton- any other country, it would seem that she 


nage through the canal than did Italy; in 
1937 she had beaten all her rivals save this 
country. Italy, therefore, has some reason 
for demanding a reduction of the dues, 
which are all paid by the Italian Govern- 
ment. 

There is also some ground for believing 
that without pressure being brought to 


has political ends in her proposals. 

They might result in a blow at the pres- 
tige of France, they might give Italy a 
place in the sun, they might weaken the 
position of the democratic “axis” in the 
Eastern Mediterranean. Some indication 
of the answer may be found in the reasons 
advanced for resisting Italy’s proposals. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


The Sponsors’ Meeting: A.G.M. 


and Summer Camp: Writers 


In This Issue 


R. DONALD O. SOPER received an ex- 

ceptionally warm welcome at the 
Sponsor's meeting of the Peace Pledge 
Union on Friday. It was his first attend- 
ance since his recent illness. He is still 
having massage treatment, but is thus able 
to get about and has been back at work 
for some time now. 


Philip Mumford was also present for the 
first time after an illness, which was not, 
however, as prolonged. 

Dr. Alfred Salter, M.P., who has been 
suffering from the same complaint as Dr. 
Soper—coronary thrombosis—in sending an 
apology for absence, expressed the hope 
that he would be at the February meeting. 
He has made a remarkably quick recovery. 

Fifteen other Sponsors were present, as 


well as representatives of Wales and 
Scotland. 


Finance 


The financial report showed that 83 
members had between them contributed 
£1,678 to the Treasurer’s appeal for the 
Building Fund and that donations were 
still coming in in response to the Chair- 
man’s special appeal (which had reached 
£1,529), besides the ordinary subscriptions 
(which totalled £150 in December). 

Of the £6,000 originally earmarked, and 
the £300 subsequently received, for the 
Dick Sheppard Memorial Fund, £255 has 
been granted to the Welsh and £400 to the 
Scottish Regional Committees. 


The total receipts to date for the Refugee 
Fund was £220 16s., and approximately 
£140 of this has been distributed by Mrs. 
Benjamin and David Spreckley in Prague. 
The balance is to be used at the discretion 
of the Chairmen and Runham Brown. 


(Messis. Viney, Price and Goodyear were 
apointed Auditors.) 


The membership of the Union, announced 
as 123,396, represented an increase during 
December of 468. e 


The Chairman’s report on a weekend 
conference of Sponsors and members of 
the. staff (held at the Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, London, W., on December 
17 and 18) led to a discussion on a sugges- 
tion made at the conference regarding the 
constitution of the PPU. Rather than pre- 
senting the Annual Meeting with a pro- 


posal which it could “take or leave,” it 
was decided to put before the movement, 
for decision at the Annual Meeting—which 
was fixed for April 15 and 16—three alter- 
natives. Details will be approved at the 
next meeting, circulated to groups, and 
published in Peace News. 


Youth Campaign 


On a memorandum in which some of the 
younger members of the PPU outlined 
plans for a youth campaign it was pointed 
out that there seemed some danger of a 
parallel organization to that of the PPU 
growing up. But it was agreed that 
special consideration should be given to the 
proposals. 

It was reported that the film, Are We 
Civilized ? had been brought with rights 
for two years. 

Reports from areas included the an- 
nouncement that Scotland is exploring the 
possibility of a house in Glasgow to be a 
kind of Dick Sheppard Memorial Club. It 
was decided to make a grant to enable>the 
Midlands Area to purchase a Joud-speaker 
van. 

The Management Committee was asked 
to go ahead with arrangements for this 
year’s camp—fixed for July 29—August 8. 
It will be international in character and 
the place will be announced later. 

(A decision on national service is an- 
nounced on page 7.) 


This Week’s Contributors 

RS. H. M. SWANWICK, whose impor- 
tant series of articles on the practical 
aspects of the demand for a new peace 
conference begins on the front page of this 
issue, tells me she is planning to write 

another book. She will be 75 this year. 
An authority on international relations, 
she is perhaps best known in the peace 
movement as the editor, from 1924 to 1928, 


of Foreign Affairs, then published by the H 


Union of Democratic Control, but some 
years later incorporated, as a monthly 
supplement, edited by Sir Norman Angell, 
in Time and Tide. In 1924 and 1929 she 
was British substitute delegate to the 
League of Nations Assembly. 

Mrs. Swanwick has contributed a great 
deal to a saner view of international affairs 
by lecturing and writing. Unfortunately 
she is no longer able to undertake speaking 
engagements, and even her writing is in- 
creasingly often hindered by illness, which 
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An 1870 Guide to 


Treaty-Making 


RULES WE BROKE AT 
VERSAILLES 


"TWO rules by which nations should abide 

when making treaties were laid down 
by John Stuart Mill, in 1870. Sir John 
Fischer Williams recalled them in a letter 
to The Times last week, in which he 
observed that Mill's advice was not fol- 
lowed at Versailles, with obvious conse- 
quences. 

Discussing the Russian repudiation of 
certain clauses relating to the Black Sea in 
the treaty which had ended the Crimean 
War, Mill wrote: 

Nations should be willing to abide by two 
rules. They should abstain from imposing con- 
ditions which, on any just and reasonable view 
of human affairs can not be expected to be kept. 
And they should conclude their treaties as com- 
mercial treaties are usually concluded, only for a 
term of years.... 

If these principles are sound it remains to be 
considered how they are to be applied to past 
treaties. which, though containing stipulations 
which, to be Jegitimate. must be temporary, have 
been concluded without such limitation, and are 
afterward violated, or, as by Russia at present, 
repudiated. on the assumption of a right superior 
to the faith of engagements. 


“LAWLESS ” REPUDIATION 


It is the misfortune of such stipulations, even 
if as temporary arrangements they might have 
been justifiable, that if concluded for permanency 
they are seldom to be got rid of without some 
lawless act on the part of the nation bound by 
them. 

If a lawless act, then, has been committed in 
the present instance, it does not entitle those 
who imposed the conditions to consider the law- 
lessness only, and to dismiss the more important 
consideration, whether, even if it was wrong to 
throw off the obligation, it would not be still 
more wrong to persist in enforeing it. If, though 
not fit to be perpetual, it has been imposed in 
perpetuity. the question when it becomes right 
to throw it off is but a question of time. 


* Peace News ” Offices, 
3, Blackstock Road. 
London, N.4 


comes on suddenly and frequently compels 
her to set aside her work for long spells. 
Few are so competent to write on the 
subject she has chosen for her series of 
articles. For Mrs. Swanwick has made a 
special study of the machinery of govern- 
ment and the League, the Peace Treaties, 
and the political history of the World War. 


* 
E other two leading contributors to 
this issue are both well known as 
Sponsors of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Captain Philip Mumford has had first- 
hand experience—of a military character— 
in the Near East, though not, I think, in- 
cluding military engagements in Palestine. 
He too has made a special study of the 
particular subject on which he writes this 
week on page 5. 

Like Mrs. Swanwick, both he and 
Laurence Housman, who raises controver- 
sial issues on page 6, are well known both 
as speakers and as writers. When he was 
active on behalf of the League of Nations 
Union, Philip Mumford was on their 
Minorities Committee and, later, on their 
Mandates Committee. 

Laurence Housman’s works are not only 
literally too numerous to mention, but 
extraordinarily varied in character. He is 
chiefly—and justly—famous, of course, for 
his many plays, nearly a third of which 
have been censored at one time or another, 
though in most cases the ban has subse- 
quently been removed. 

A point of view of the colonial question 
that is not heard often enough where the 
issue is debated is expressed this week. It 
is that of one of the natives of a British 
colony, a West African, Mr. W. O. Atta. 
Next week a native of the West Indies will 
contribute to Peace News. 


Faith in Action 


ERE is an incident which illustrates an 
argument I have heard often enough in 
connexion with ARP, but which brings it 
home more forcibly than can mere argu. 
ment 

A man of more than 70 years of age, 
living in Stevenage, Hertfordshire, was 
digging a trench about five feet deep dur- 
ing the September crisis when it suddenly 
occurred to him that he claimed to trust 
in God. Yet there he was digging a trench 
and trusting to the earth. So he tipped it 
all back again. 


See er 
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CHALLENGING 
IMPERIALISM 
AND DISEASE 
IN INDIA 


From a Correspondent in India 


I HAVE just returned from a visit to 
Betul (Central Provinces) and some sur- 
rounding villages. 

We have been looking for bees, hand- 
pounded rice and hand-spun thread for our 
cooperative society in Itarsi. We hope to 
develop bee-keeping and honey production 
from the wild bees which are so plenteous 
in many parts of India. 

There are great resources untouched in 
this sphere of activity. We are trying to 
do all our work on a cooperative basis. In 
Itarsi, a stores has been started for the 
poorest folk. 

We are trying to get the sweepers, the 
Basauds, indeed all the outcast folk, into the 
sphere of influence. We have had meetings and 
tried to explain our ideas, and slowly they are 
trickling through. 

Then, of course, we are carrying on a parallel 
campaign for sanitation improvement § and 
hygiene, improved diets, and the planting of 
fruit and vegetables. - 


CONFLICT WITH IMPERIALISM 


We are engaged in a great conflict with 
Imperialism, “you in your small corner 
and I in mine,” as we used to sing. We, in 
encouraging hand-made goods, and 
developing cooperative industries, are help- 
ing the people to loosen the yoke—with a 
slowly improving health; but with its im- 
provement they will be better able to help 
in the fight. 

I am engaged in spreading the idea of septic 
tanks. I have built four and am on a fifth. I 
have a group of previously unemployed boys, 
and we are endeavouring to make a Cooperative 
Septic Tank Building Co. It seems to me that 
septic tanks are the only real hope for India’s 
sanitation problem. 

After this we go to Jubblepore to do some for 
the municipality, and to Katna to put a large 
one in a Zenanan Girls’ High School. 


CAUSE OF DISEASE 


These large towns are in a frightful state 
for drainage and sanitation. Hygiene has 
not been dreamt of in the past. There isa 
flicker of dawn now, just a flicker. 

Last week we visited a poor district of 
this town where the rope-makers dwell. 
They were in distress, for daily the rail- 
way sewage cart jolts its weary way down 
to the spare land at the back of their 
houses, and dumps an evil-smelling cargo 
of night soil in open trenches. No wonder 
illness abounds there. 

The railway authorities are rich and powerful; 
these people are too weak to obtain redress. We 
are getting up a circular letter to be signed by 
all we can interest, and to be sent by the doctors 
to the Minister of Health, to the District Com- 
missioner, and to the head office of the railway. 
We also are going to hold a big protest meeting. 

We visited today the comb-makers. These are 
among the most intelligent and hard-working of 
the artisans here. They work 18 hours most 


days of the week, and earn 6d. a day, making 
hundreds of wooden combs. 


N.Z. Grisnde 
Against War 
and Poverty 


G@PONSORED by prominent men in the 
religious world, a Crusade for Social 
Justice has been started in Wellington, 
capital of New Zealand. Its aims, as set 
out in a “Clarion Call to Christians,” are: 
1. To obtain a Christian social order and to 
educate all in Christian principles. 

2. To obtain social justice and economic 
security for all, with individual liberty. 

3. To work for peace by removing the causes 
of war. 

4. To see that all in New Zealand are able 
to lead a full life with full spiritual, mental 
and physical opportunities. 

5. To unite all people and organizations 
working for the uplift of humanity to ensure 
that their efforts produce results. 

The Crusade also declares that war is 
“contrary to the will of Christ” and that 
everyone can help to secure peace “by 
praying daily for peace; by working to 
create a peace consciousness in the hearts 
and minds of men, women and children; 
by working to,remove the economic causes 
of war.” = 

It points out that the present “un- 
christian social order ... holds the very 
men in its grip who could produce suffi- 
cient of the necessities of life to bring eco- 
nomic security to all.” 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Agitation for Release 


of Kugéne Lagot 


FRENCH PREMIER’S VISIT MAY 


BE OCCASION 


FOR PROTEST 


By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


Recently Peace News published some extracts from a letter which 
I received from Eugéne Lagot, who is now in prison at La Santé, Paris. 


To some the name Eugéne Lagot 
who have known him for years as 


will be new; though to many of us 
one of the most active and practical 


members of the War Resisters’ International, Lagot is an old friend and 


trusted comrade. 


Only Runham Brown and Grace Beaton, 
who direct the work of the International 
from its office at Enfield, know all that 
Eugéne Lagot has done for the war resisters 
of other countries, travelling tirelessly 
across the Continent, investigating indi- 
vidual cases of persecution (sometimes at 
the risk of his life) and interviewing high 
officials of State, in places with unpro- 
nounceable names from Italy to the 
Balkans. 

On the Council of the International, 
Eugene Lagot’s vigorous speeches are al- 
ways listened to with heightened interest. 
He never likes the deliberations to drift 
too far from the true purpose of the Inter- 
national, war resistance, and his brief con- 
tributions through sentimentality and 
“wooliness” like a sharp pair of scissors. 

The French reputation for being logical 
is brilliantly sustained by Eugéne, but he 
has in addition to an exceptionally clear 
head, a very warm heart, and even his in- 
sistence on logic arises from a devotion to 
truth—the logicality not of the lawyer but 
of the idealist. 


A “Seditious” Article 


In 1935, Eugéne Lagot wrote an article 
for the pacifist journal, La Patrie Humaine. 
This article was on “Conscientious Objec- 
tion and Peace,” and was mainly concerned 
in analysing the various types of objection 
to war which made people pacifists. 

He claimed that conscientious objection 
was “ The practice of Free Thought,” and 
showed that, so far from being (as it 
was commonly represented) something 
doctrinal and fanatical, this practice is an 
antidote to fanaticism because “it pre- 
supposes the free exercise of the critical 
spirit.” 

After discussing, in this article, the basis 
of the “religious objector,” Lagot explained 
that of the “Individualist.” The individu- 
alist, he said, regarded cooperation with 
society as an entirely voluntary matter. 

You did not pay for the Post Office unless 
you wished to use it, in which case you 
paid only the cost of the letter you wished 
to send. Why, therefore, should you con- 
tribute your life and money to a war which, 
so far from being to your interest, was to 
your own and the public detriment ? 

Rousseau had shown in his Contrat Social, 

at in ancient Rome, no citizen was even 
permitted to serve in the army until he 
had expressly engaged to serve against the 
particular “enemy” of the moment. A mere 
hired assassin who would kill whoever he 
was ordered to kill was unknown to the 
Republic. Moreover, the Roman was not 
allowed to defend his “home” unless he 
had really got one to defend. (How differ- 
ent from our wars when “Homes for 
Heroes” have to be promised after the 
peace, and men are sent under compulsion 
to fight for such worthless promises !) 

Having described the various points of 
view summarized as conscientious objec- 
tion, Lagot showed that such views could 
not be so unusual as the people were 
allowed to suppose. They were not told 
that 150,000 men of military age were 
defaulters, resisters or deserters, though 
this was the case. 

If only the parties of the Left would take 
up their position on a war-resistance basis 
they could have a mass movement which 
would make war impossible. Meanwhile 
people had the system and the govern- 
ments which they had merited. 

“Peace,” said Lagot, “will come when 
the people want it.’ He ended his article 
with a quotation from a French school 
classic: “II n’est besoin que de ne plus 
servir pour devenir libre.” 

For this article Eugéne Lagot was con- 
demned in July, 1935, to six months’ im- 
prisonment and a fine of 500 francs. Sen- 


tence was passed in default—that is to say, 
in the absence of the accused. But he was 
not arrested till 33 years later, in Novem- 
ber, 1939. His appeal has recently been 
dismissed. 


Victim of Injustice 

As to the sentence itself, it was based 
on a law passed shortly before our own 
“Sedition Act” and of the same kind. This 
law makes it a criminal offence to “incite 
to insubordination men called or re-called 
to military service or young soldiers.” 

By an astonishing twisting of the mean- 
ing of this Act, the Court which condemned 
Eugéne Lagot interpreted an article 
addressed to the readers of La Patrie 
Humaine as coming “ within the meaning.” 
Which suggests what we may expect from 
our own Sedition Act when it suits the 
authorities to apply it widely! 

But for the moment we must concen- 
trate on this fact—that a leading French 
pacifist and council member of that inter- 
national organization (the WRI) to which 
the Peace Pledge Union is itself affiliated 
has been imprisoned on a false charge. 

Eugéne Lagot, who has so often helped 
to procure the release of other pacifists, is 
now the victim of flagrant injustice in a 
supposed “democracy” where mén will 
soon, perhaps, be expected to fight for their 
democratic “rights” against a foreign 
enemy. As Lagot puts it himself: 

Personally I am not so much interested in 
getting my release from prison as in making 
my detention serve our cause. People must 
know that members of the Council of the 

WRI, just the same as other members of the 

WRI, are not afraid to go to prison to give 

an example of resistance to war... As to 

my “personal” fate, that is of no importance. 


How To Help Him 


French official opinion is “sensitive” to 
public opinion in Britain—and in America 
(American readers please note and follow 


Letters must be sent at once to: 
Monsieur le Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres 
aux bons soins de M. l’Ambassadeur de 
France, 
French Embassy, 
Albert Gate, London, S.W.1. 
Also to: 
Monsieur Je Garde des Sceaux, 
Ministre de la Justice, 
Place Vendéme, 


Paris. 

These letters must make it clear that 
Lagot’s case is known in this country, and 
that we expect his release by the French 
Government if it wishes to preserve any 
remnants of its democratic reputation. 

Those who write should send a post- 
card to the War Resisters’ International 
(11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex) so 
that they will know how many letters the 
French authorities have received. 

A final hint. The French Prime Minis- 
ter, Daladier, is shortly to visit this country. 
He will pass through London (perhaps) but 
once. Any good thing that we can do, 
therefore, let us do it then. There should 
be ways of helping Daladier to remember 
Eugéne Lagot. 


Film to Feature 


Nobel Prize-Winner 


The life of Dr. Fridjof Nansen, Nobel 
Peace Prize winner, the man who saved 
millions of refugees from a certain and 
terrible death, will probably soon be fea- 
tured in a Warner Brothers’ film. Mr. 
William Deterle, who made the great pic- 
tures of Emil Zola, Pasteur, and Florence 
Nightingale is mentioned as the producer. 


Norwegian paper Tidens Tegn by Dr. Nan- 
sen’s son. 


carefully). 


ae), 
This information has been given to the \ G. Millwood, Boxhill Rd., 


——Appeal for 


Clemency 


POLLOWING is a copy of an appeal 


which has already been influen- 
tially signed on behalf of Eugéne 
Lagot: 


I have heard with deep regret that a 
member of the War Resisters’ Interna‘ional 
Council, Monsieur Eugéne Lagot, has been 
arrested in pursuance of a judgment by 
default, four years old. I understand that 
he has been imprisoned for the last month, 
even while his appeal was pending, in the 
Prison de la Santé, Paris. This appeal 
has now been dismissed. 


He is charged with the “ provocation to 
non-submission of men called or re-called 
to military service or of young soldiers.” 
Actually he wrote a critical study which 
was addressed to the pacifist readers of 
“La Patrie Humaine,” and not to “men 
called or re-called to military service or 
of young soldiers.” Therefore it would 
appear that the application of this law 
(Art. 91, Law of July 8, 1934) to the study 
written by Eugéne Lagot is unfair. 


This kind of study is of a type which 
often appears in the Press of this country, 
and I believe in the Press of your country 
also. It does not advocate in any way the 
use of violence, as Lagot is an enthusiastic 
advocate of non-violence, 


Your Prime Minister, M. Daladier, has 
often spoken eloquently of the liberty of 
opinion in the democratic countries of 
England and France, in contrast to the lack 
of liberty in the dictator countries. 
Remembering that shortly we are to have 
the honour of a visit from your President, 
we are anxious that the great mass of our 
people here who are now opposed to war- 
fare and armed violence should know that 
both your country and ours do recognize 
the rights of individual freedom and the 
liberty of the Press. 


I would therefore respectfully ask that 
@& measure of clemency may be shown in 
the case of such political offenders, and 
especially in the case of Eugéne Lagot. 


FLEMISH SAY 
“NEVER AGAIN!” 


"THE origin of a great annual pilgrimage 

to a Flemish “No More War” 
memorial was told by Miss P. Ouwerkerk 
in an address on “The Flemish Peace 
Movement” to the City of London group 
of the Peace Pledge Union last week. 

The Flemish, she said, were induced to 
fight for Belgium by the promise of cul- 
tural independence, but even the Celtic 
crosses which they erected over the graves 
of those who died for Belgium, were, by 
order of the authorities, knocked down and 
used for paving-stones. 

After the War the Flemish bought a 
field on the banks of the Iser and there 
they buried with honour all the remains 
of the crosses they could get. They said, 
“We see that fighting does not bring you 
what you set out to fight for—never again!” 
and so a tower was built in this field and 
round its base, in four languages, is the 
inscription, “No more war!” 


150,000 PEACE PILGRIMS 


Every year on the third Sunday in 
August there is a tremendous pilgrimage 
of Flemish nationals to this spot; last year 
there were 150,000. Mass is celebrated and 
orations, full of Flemish hopes and aspira- 
tions but free of any word of bitterness 


against the Walloons, are made. 

Everything is controlled by the Flemish 
National Guard—there are no police, no military, 
no uniforms—a somewhat striking contrast to the 
Armistice Day celebrations in this country. 
After the service, the whole crowd disperses 
through one narrow opening without any push- 
ing or scuffling. 


How to Remedy 


RHEUMATISM 


You can suppress the pain by drugs, or remove 
the cause with Garlic : the natural antiseptic way. 

No better remedy for rheumatism than garlic in 
sufficient quantity ia known to medical science. 

But garlic haa two drawbacks ; it contains an 
frritant, and it taints the person and breath with 
a& pungent odour. 

ALLYSOL ia an organic vegetable compound 
based on the principle of garlic, but entirely 
without the garlic taint of breath or body. it 
is a most powerful antiseptic for external or 
Internal use, acting in a bland, benevolent manner 
without injury to the tissues or any part of the 
body. 

The action of Allysol fs not focal only, but 
penetrates Into the blood-stream throughout the 
entire system, destroying and neutralizing bactertal 
infection and producing a general feeling of 
well-being. 

Allysol has no drug effect. It is non-suppressive, 
non-cumulative, non-irritant. 


ALLYSOL 


ODOURLESS GARLIC TABLETS 


do not taint breath or body. Powerful but harmless. 


Trial box - - 


Tadworth, Surrey 
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PEACE NEWS 


LETTERS TO 


THE EDITOR 


January 13, 1939 


Challenge to Imperialism: ‘‘G.L.”’ and 
the Nobel Peace Prize 


I HAVE just received in my jail the inter- 

esting article of your December 30 issue, 
“A Conservative Point of View about 
Colonies,” by Brig-Gen. Sir Henry Page 
Croft. 

The pacifists who have forgotten, or have 
not yet been convinced by, the argument 
of Norman Angell in The Great IRBusion 
should bear in mind truths that show 
the false pretexts advanced to justify 
universal murder for colonies. 

The author of the article actually states 
that trade with British colonial markets 
has been “two thirds” higher between 
foreign countries and British colonies, than 
between England and her colonies. 

The statistics of French colonial trade 
show an undoubtedly corresponding pro- 
portion. 

It is therefore quite astonishing to see 
leaders of pacifism continue to discuss end- 
lessly about the sharing of “colonial out- 
Jets,” as it may be easily foreseen that the 
“have” Powers will never agree to give up 
any colonial territory. Precious time 
spent on persuading imperialism to com- 
mit “ Hara-kiri ” is undoubtedly, therefore, 
time lost. 

Don’t your readers think there are better 
subjects for preoccupation that should be 
dealt with? Every day brings us worse 
news about the concentrations and alli- 
ances beteen dictatorial Powers on the 
one side and “ democratic ” Powers on the 
other; armaments go anywhere in the 
world to the next-announced cataclysm. 
Don't pacifist leaders think the time has 
come to organize our own resistance when 
imperialisms are feverishly organizing our 
massacre? 

What have the largest pacifists organi- 
zations done to avoid such a massacre? 
What are the numerous members of the 
Peace Pledge Union, War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, Women’s Cooperative Guild, 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Quakers, &c., 
and other absolute pacifists, prepared to 
do? Do they believe that the mere signing 
of a pledge card is sufficient to preserve 
peace? Don’t they think the organization 
of collective and/or individual resistance 
should be more efficient? 

EUGENE LAGOT (W.R.I. Council member). 
Quartier Politique, Prison de la Santé, Paris. 


Income Tax Protest 


January is the month in which we are called 
upon to pay Income Tax. One quarter of all 
that we pay is definitely”“allocated to war pur- 
poses. 

Many peace-loving people are greatly con- 
cerned at the thought that their money is being 
used in this way, and a few have withheld a 
quarter of the tax demanded of them, suffering 
distraint or imprisonment for their action. Most 
people, however, feel that they cannot contract 
out of civil taxes. They know that 2d. is added 
to every pound of tea they buy, for rearmament, 
and realize that it is practically impossible to 
be consistent in this matter. 

There is, however, at least cne thing we ¢an 
do. We can make clear that our payment is 
made under protest. I have prepared some 
adhesive labels which may be affixed to 
cheques, to demand notes and to the outside 
of tax envelopes. The labels read: “So much 
ot this tax is devoted to WAR and preparation 
for war is pald under PROTEST.” 

The Peace Pledge Union has a supply of these 
labels. They are put up in sixpenny packets 
each containing a dozen labels, and I hope 
every member of the PPU who pays Income 
Tax will send for a packet at once and use 
them and get his branch to obtain a supply also. 

No-one suggests that the use of these labels 
will make any difference to the imposition of 
the tax. It is at least a means of bringing our 
position to the notice of people who will talk 
about it, even if it is not in theiz power to 
alter the tax. 

{€ there should be any profit on the sale of 
these labels it will be devoted to peace. 


HOWARD DIAMOND, 
Chairman, Sydenham PPU. 


19 Manor. Road, 
Beckenham, Kent. 
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Roosevelt and a 


PERHAPS insufficient attention is 

being paid to that section of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's speech to Congress 
specifically reaffirming the readiness of 
the United States to cooperate actively 
in helping “the cause of world peace.” 
“We stand,” he said, “by our historic 
offer to take counsel with all other 
nations of the world to the end that 
aggression among them may be ter- 
minated, the race in armaments cease, 
and commerce be renewed.” 


Our Prime Minister has given an 
“unprecedented” but general welcome 
to the President's speech, but he has 
shown no sufficient sign yet of a willing- 
ness to respond to the President’s offer 
in such a way as to draw from the 
two English-speaking democracies that 
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New Pacifist 


[N a society wherein each individual seeks 

to advance his personal interests in com- 
petition with, if not in opposition to, those 
of his fellow men, and wherein those who 
are successful in doing so acquire an ex- 
clusive right to the things which are neces- 
sary to life, those who are not successful 
will endeavour, by what means they can, 
to regain those things they need. 

The possessors will not then hesitate to 
employ methods of violence in order to re- 
tain their possessions. This is no more than 
an intensification of the competition, and 
the position is stabilized by the intricate 
political and legal machinery of the State, 
which therefore rests on fear and coercion. 

In the international sphere, where no 
such machinery has been devised, the result 
is a periodic outburst of murder and de- 
struction. 

We, therefore, feel that we must renounce 
the selfishness and individualism of that 
system and endeavour to establish the 
fou.idation of a new order, based on the 
principles of the brotherhood and coopera- 
tion of all mankind. This can only be done 
by sharing our lives together in a true com- 
munity, working not for personal reward, 
but for the benefit of the whole and holding 
all our material goods in common. 

We, as a group of pacifists seeking a 
means of putting the ideal into practice, are 
taking a small farm near Ipswich, Suffolk, 
with a view to developing it on communal 
lines The local possibilities of economic 
and social success of the venture are prom- 
ising as several people have offered co- 
operation. We would welcome inquiries 
from those who are really interested. We 
have several practical needs, with which 
friends may like to help us. Inquiries 
should be addressed to Edmund Cock- 
sedge, Kingsley Hall, Powis Road, Bow, E.3 
—and will you please enclose a stamped, 
addressed envelope? 

GODFREY HEAVEN. 
EDMUND COCKSEDGE. 


On behalf of The Elmsett 
Pacifist Community Group. 


Pacifism is a sectional creed. Your writers 
insist that it is not merely a refusal to fight. 
It is a method of living. But in this they con- 
fuse it with other sections of that vast and at 
present untried system of human organization, 
communism. Now don’t just lay this letter aside 
and say that I am a Bolshev:st attempting to 
propagate Russianism. 

Communism, as a system of living, implies the 


Love on the Dole 


Warmest thanks to anonymous “Good Com- 
panions” who have responded to my plea for 
Harry Hardcastle and his little family. (Peace 
News. 30.12.38), 

During the past twelve months we have been 
hapyy in arranging weddings for sixteen couples 
similarly placed. whose sole reason for “living 
in sin'’(?) has been the lack of 10s. (the neces- 
sary marriage fees). 

Only lack of funds precludes our helping 
several others. 

May I urge all those who have not seen or 


read Walter Greenwood's Lore on the Dole to do 
so without delay, as this will give them a vivid 
picture of the life with which we are in daily 
contact. An interesting letter has come to hand 
from the author, who is a Peace New's reader. 


CHARLES STUART. 
8 Highcroft Road, Crouch Hill, N.19. 


N.B.—Will helpers please note that in future 
parcels only should be sent to The Good Com- 
panions, Friends’ Meeting House, Barnet Grove, 
Bethnal Green, E.2. 
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Democratic Lead 


leadership toward a new deal in inter- 
national relations, which is the major 
hope of peace. 


It is precisely this constructive initia- 
tive by the democracies which the 
National Petition for a new Peace Con- 
ference is endeavouring to secure, and 
all those who yearn to see a practical 
and unequivocal response by Great 
Britain to Roosevelt’s invitation could 
not do better than to lend their energies 
to the campaign (to be waged over the 
next two months) to bring the Petition 
to the very considerable success which 
can now be confidently predicted for it. 


GERALD BAILEY, 
Directing Secretary, 
National Peace Council. 
39 Victeria Street, London, S.W.1. 
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Community 


predominance of the community over the family. 
And in England, more than anywhere else, we 
see it gradually sprouting and taking shape. 

Recently, however, I have noticed the sugges- 
tion that pacifists organize themselves in self- 
contained communities and resist as far as 
possible, both before and during war, the entire 
influence of war. This is bound to come. If 
pacifists are dependent upon a State that is 
waging war for their daily bread, then they will 
have to assist in that waging of war. If, how- 
ever, they are independent, then they are in a 
position to renounce war completely. 

Pacifism, as it is generally accepted, is only 
the conscious aspect of a much greater urge. 
And even in its conscious aspect it is commu- 
nist, for it is not the outcome of the selfish 
desire to save one’s own skin, so much as of the 
unselfish and communistic desire to save the 
human race as a whole from suffering and self- 
destruction. 

NICHOLSON SOULSBY. 

Shenstone House Hotel, Sunninghill, Berks. 


A Comrade in Need 


The name of Pierre Ramus is known through- 
out the international peace movement, but it 
may not be generally known that this veteran 
worker in the cause of peace is now a fugitive 
from the Nazi regime, and is forbidden to work 
in the country which has given him sanctuary. 
He is therefore entirely dependent on the assist- 
ance given him by those who do not forget his 
heroic and life-long devotion to the cause of 
peace. 

It is hoped that a publisher will be found for 
his book on The Racial Problem—Peace and Man- 
kind, and this matter is already in hand; but in 
the meantime Ramus and his wife must live. 

If those who would like to demonstrate their 
pacifist solidarity by giving a comrade in great 
distress a helping hand, care to send him a 
donation through me it occurred to me that a 
fund might be organized for his assistanc® the 
money disbursed in small regular sums which 
would give him security for six months at least, 
during which time his book may be placed. I 
have already received £5 from Laurence 
Housman for the purpose of starting this pro- 
posed fund. Ramus’s need, obviously, is not for 
spasmodic gifts, but for some solution to the 
problem of existence for himself and all in his 
position, and I understand that the Peace Pledge 
Union is shortly to go into this matter. 

The international peace movement owes a 
good deal to Ramus, and a man in his position 
cannot live by sympathy alone—or even by 
casual small donations here and there. Hence 
this idea of building up a fund which will pro- 
vide a few months of security during which time 
some revision of the laws governing refugees 
may have been effected. 

Ramus has been robbed of all his possessions 
by the Nazis, even of his manuscripts, including 
the finishing manuscript of his book, Violence, 
Non-Violence, and the Social Revolution, which 
he is now at work rewriting. 

It is well known that he has suffered im- 
prisonment in the past, like many others, for 
his pacifist ideals, and the man who, in a 
National Prize Paper for Austria in an inter- 
national competition on the subject of “How 
Can the People of the World Achieve Universal 
Disarmament ?” had the courage to write, “the 
worst government is better than war,” cannot 
be allowed to starve in the foreign country in 
which he is an exile because of his unwavering 
adherence to the pacifist faith. 

¥ devoutly hope that in my effort to assist 
this good comrade I shall receive the cooperation 
of all who appreciate his contribution to the 
cause which all of us who maintain that war is 


murder have at heart. 
ETHEL MANNIN. 
Oak Cottage, Burleigh Road, 
Wimbledon Common, S.W.19. 


HARDLY any living person has done so 

much for the sake of peace as Mr. 
George Lansbury. Certainly Mr. Lans- 
bury and Mr. Gandhi ought to be the two 
most prominent candidates for the Nob=21 
Peace Prize for 1939. Here is my call to 
the Peace Pledge Union: Make George 
Lansbury a Nobel Peace Prize Candidate 
for 1939. (The candidates have to be pro- 
posed before the first of March.) 

EIVIND ERICHSEN. 


Prinsens Gate, 
25 Stavanger, Norway. 


Economic Barrier to 
Peace 


I was very pleased to see in Peace News 
(Dec. 30) Mr. Ben Greene's excellent 
article on the need for tackling the 
economic problem. 

From a material point of view the eco- 
nomic issue is more important to peace- 
lovers than any other single issue, seeing 
that along the path of monetary and 
economic reform is to be found the one 
great alternative to war and war prepara- 
tions which can be made attractive, not 
only to men of good will, but also to men 
whose outlook is still largely selfish and 
unregenerate. 

Neither is it a question of discovering 
suitable remedies for obvious evils. Quite 
a wide selection of remedies, even the 
worst of which would be immediately pref- 
erable to the existing system, have already 
been devised by practical reformers and 
await trial already long overdue. It only 
remains, by the weight of public demand, 
to force.action upon our legislators. 

TAVISTOCK. 

Barrington House, 


Haywards Heath, 
Sussex, 


Mr. Ben Greene rightly condemns the absurd 
theory that economic abundance can be 
achieved by causing artificial scarcity. But 
when he tells us that the solution of the econo- 
mic problem is to end human misery by making 
available to the destitute millions the rich 
abundance of our age, he is not helpful Before 
poverty can be abolished, its cause must be 
understood. The problem does not arise from 
progress in the arts of production, as Mr. Greene 
suggests. If that were true, then a return to 
primitive methods of production would solve the 
problem. 

To understand this problem it is necessary to 
begin at the beginning. All.the good things in- 
cluded in “the rich abundance of our age” 
come out of the land. Poverty keeps pace with 
progress because the source of production 
(ian@) is treated as private property. This en- 
ables a few privileged people to enjoy, without 
effort, a large proportion of this rich abun- 
dance in the form of ground-rents, &c., and also 
to cause unemployment when it suits their pur- 
pose to hold land out of use. This is the funda- 
mental cause of the present situation. Justice 
in distribution can only come after (and 
through) freedom to produce. 

To those pacifists who desire to know how 
permanent peace and prosperity can be won 
through economic justice, I commend a careful 
reading of Henry George’s “Progress and 
Poverty.” 

ARTHUR H. WELLER. 

98 Sandy Lane, Manchester, 21. 


Plea for Action 


I read with pleasure the letter from friend 
Spreckley (Peace News, December 30), and 
wholeheartedly support him in his desire for 
action. Surely those of us who believe in paci- 
fism must realize that only by such intense 
action can we exert any effective pressure upon 
any Government policy. Have we so little faith 
in our ideal that we are afraid to go forth into 
the highways and byways preaching the gospel 
of peace? 

So long as we have time we shall get on with 
the job; it's worth doing, and we in Devon intend 
carrying on intense propaganda during the 
coming months. 

But we are hard up for finance. A plan of cam- 
paign has been drawn up, the cost of which 
will be roughly £50. Are there any pacifists in 
the country who will come to the assistance of 
Devon, and Jet us get on with the job? 

E. C. MADDAX, 
Devon Organizer. 
Dick Shepperd Centre, 
47 East Street, Newton Abbot. 


I" is literally impossible to publish all 


the leHers we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the bes? 
chance of publication. 
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Problems of 


Capt. PHILIP 5. MUMFORD. discusses 
Conflicting Claims 
in Palestine 


ISCUSSIONS between the British Gov- 
ernment and the various parties to 
the dispute in Palestine were to have 
begun in London about the middle of this 
month. e 
In this article Captain Mumford sur- 
veys the Palestine problem as a whole 
and makes several suggestions for an 
amicable solution. 
{AT well-known expert in Arabian 
| affairs, Mr. Philby, speaking to the 
Royal Central Asian Society in 1924 
said: 
The promises of the Lord to Moses, made, 
I believe, in the year 1451 B.C., or thereabouts, 
were less difficult to ignore than the promises 


of His Majesty’s Government to King Hussien 
in A.D. 1916, 


The scope and interpretation of the 
various British war-time promises to the 
‘Arabs and the Jews will long be a matter 
of controversy and while the subject is 
obviously of considerable interest and im- 
portance too much attention can be paid 
to this aspect of the problem. 

The atmosphere of Versailles has gone; 
we have now to deal with the realities of 
1939. It should have been obvious, even 
to politicians whose only objective was to 
win the war, that Palestine had memories 
too sacred for the Jewish, Christian, and 
Muhammedan peoples of the whole world 
to be used as a pawn ina political wangle 
for a military victory. 

OUR INJUSTICE 

By promising the Arab country of Pales- 
tine to the Jews during the last war we 
did an equal injustice to both Arab and 
Jew and caused strife between two com- 
munities who have lived peacefully 
together for several hundred years and 
whose religion and culture are closely 
interwoven. 

It is not generally known that Palestine 
has for the Arab. as for the Jew and the 
Christian, many sacred associations. It 
includes, for example. the third sacred city 
of Islam. 

The injustice we did to the Arabs, there- 
fore, was not only the giving away of a 
small area inhabited by Arabs for many 
hundred ycars but an affront to the entire 
Arab people, and. indeed, to the whole 
Muhammedan world. 

The injustice which we did to the Jews 
was that we encouraged impractical 
dreams. not only among the Jews in allied 
countries but also among the Jewish com- 
munities in enemy territory, thus seducing 
them from their loyalty to the countries 
of their adoption—or, at least, giving 
enemy governments cause to suspect, often 
unjustly, their loyalty. This suspicion may 
be held in part responsible for the present 
Jewish pogroms in Germany. 

* 

‘THE net result of the Balfour Declara- 
™ tion today is that an embittered Arab 
population struggles to retain a predomin- 
ant position in Palestine while a young 
idealist Jewish minority, equally embit- 
tered, struggles to build a home for their 
race in the land of their forefathers. No- 
one who has seen the pioneer Jewish work 
in Palestine can fail to appreciate their 
point of view. 

If British policy has led the Arabs and 
Jews into an impossible position it has led 
the British Government itself into an 
equally difficult situation. 

We have offended the Muhammedan 
world, no small matter when more than 
half the population of the British Empire 
is Muhammedan. We have offended World 
Jewry. to gain whose friendship the Bal- 
four Declaration was made. And _ lastly 
we are suspect among the nations cf 
Europe who see in our Palestine venture 
nothing but a move in Power Politics, an 
attempt to strengthen ourselves in the 
Mediterranean and in particular in the 
Suez Canal area. For example, Haifa is 
of immense strategic value and its use as 
an egress for the oil of Iraq makes it com- 
mercially as well as strategically a key 
position. 

A sign that the original hopes raised by 
the Balfour Declaration are now becom- 
ing recognized as impossible of fulfilment 
is shown by- the change of attitude of Sir 
Herbert Samuel. Immediately upon his 
arrival as the First High Commissioner for 
Patestine he made the following state- 


ment: 

The policy of His Majesty’s Government, 
which I have come out to execute, is to en- 
courage the immigration of Jews, until a point 
shall be reached—it may be fifty or a hundred 
years hence, at which their interests shall be 
sufficiently predominant to warrant the estab- 
lishment of Jewish Government in Palestine. 
Only a few weeks ago Lord Samuel pub- 

licly suggested that the Arabs should be 
promised that the Jewish population of 
Palestine should not exceed forty percent 
of the entire population. 


* 
N° solution of the Palestine problem will 
be found which does not take dnto 
account not only the inhabitants of Pales- 
tine itself but the sentiments and feelings 
of the whole Arab peoples and their re- 
surgent nationalism. 

I doubt whether this nationalism will be 
content for long with the artificial frontiers 
created at Versailles and which cut up an 
area that racially and geographically should 
be undivided into three separate States. 

Syria, Palestine, and Transjordania will 
inevitably become a single Arab State in 
due course and, with Arab predominance 
in that whole region once again unchal- 
lenged, there seems no reason to suppose 
that traditional Arab tolerance will not 
make it perfectly possible for a strong 
Jewish minority to build up in Palestine 
a centre of Jewish authority and culture 
which will have significance throughout the 
world. Such a Jewish centre would be to 
Jews what the Vatican City is to Roman 
Catholics. 

It will be objected that such a scheme 
does little or nothing to solve the present 
Jewish refugee problem. This is perfectly 
true. Palestine could not support the entire 
Jewish refugee population. The settlement 
of these unfortunate people is a debt of 
honour which must be paid by giving them 
a home where they can settle permanently 
without displacing another community and 
without offending the traditions of others. 

What the Jewish people need above all 
is a new beginning in an atmosphere of good 
will—they will not find such an atmosphere 
in Palestine. This debt to the Jewish people 
ought and could be paid by the British 
Empire. 


ithe Dominions, which are 
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the Empire 


From a GOLD COAST NATIVE : 


“There is 


No British 


Commonwealth. .” 


wealth of Nations” is an expression 

which summarizes the attitude of 
most British people toward the British 
Empire. The Empire is an object for un- 
qualified worship and devotion. Imperial- 
ism, to them, is a religion, and for that 
reason it requires faith, not reason, to de- 
monstrate its existence. 

Naturally, it never occurs to them to ask 
themselves whether the British Common- 
wealth of Nations and the British Empire 
are identical. 

But is there a British Commonwealth of 
Nations? The answer is not a cut and dried 
one. A commonwealth implies two con- 
ditions. In the first place the members of 
the commonwealth are equal and recognize 
one another as equal members of the com- 
monwealth. ; 

In the second place it implies that the 
government of that commonwealth must 
pay proper regard to the end for which 
the commonwealth exists, that is, it must 
organize the collective life of the common 
welfare. . 


°F eteith of in the British Common- 


Colonies Included ? 


IT is pertinent to remember that the 

phrase “the British Commonwealth of 
Nations” may mean one of two things. It 
is used either to refer loosely to the whole 
of the British Empire or restricted to what 
the historian J. R. Seeley calls Greater 
Britain, that is, Great Britain and the 
Dominions. The latter use of the term is 
more common but the former is gaining 
dubious currency. 

If by the “British Commonwealth of 
Nations” we mean only Great Britain and 
“great aug- 
mentations of the national State,” Great 
Britain, then we can say without quali- 
fication that there is a real commonwealth. 
But when we adopt the wider and looser 
interpretation we must abandon our 
optimism. 

The textbooks and copybooks in the 
schools in the Colonies are full of the ex- 
pression the British Empire is “an Empire 
on which the sun never sets.” We are 


also told that the British Empire is com- 


Sir John Harris on Colonies 


International 


Control : An 


Afriean Experiment 


QUTLINING a possible solution to the 

colonial problem, Sir John Harris. 
the authority on questions affecting native 
races, wrote in Time and Tide (19. 11. 38) 
that any change of mandatory was the 
responsibility of the former Allies collec- 
tively, one of whom, the USA, had twice 
declared that no substantial change could 
be allowed to take place without consulting 
Washington. 

In view of the difficulties that would 
arise if the Allies were summoned to deal 
with the whole mandatory system, was not 
the more practicable and wiser course, he 
asked, to embark upon a much larger co- 
operative effort and one reposing upon a 
desire to be of service to colonial territories 
and people? Pointing out that “Britain for 
example, has little to lose and much to 
gain from German cooperation on a larger 
scale than hitherto conceived,” Sir John 
went on to recall the Bismarck-Stanley pro- 
posal of 1884, for an African “ mandated ” 
area. 

AN “1884 MANDATE” 

Under it, a vast area of Central Africa, 
“from the Nile to the Zambesi, from the 
Indian to the Atlantic Ocean,” was to be 
screened off from the drawbacks of ex- 
clusive sovereign control. The proposal was 
given effect in the General Act of Berlin. 

It covers some 2,000,000 square miles, and 
within the area—as in mandated territories 
today—the trade of all nations is “entirely 
free;” privileges and monopolies are 
barred, as is training of natives for 
European warfare; and special treatment 
is accorded to the welfare of native races 


and to all missionary and scientific enter- 
prise. 

In 1919, the Berlin Act was virtually 
incorporated in the Convention of St. 
Germain, in which it was laid down that 
the signatory Powers (which then excluded 
Germany and Austria) “will assemble at 
the expiration of ten years to introduce into 
it such modifications as experience may 
have shown to be necessary.” 


AN OVERDUE CONFERENCE 

A colonial conference should therefore 
have been held in 1929 “Why not,” asked 
Sir John Harris, “at once call the signatory 
Powers together with Germany as the 
originator of the Berlin scheme, and take 
it as a basis for commencing a colonial 
settlement ?” 

Such a conference, he continued, could 
extend over a wider area of Central Africa 
the provisions of the Berlin Act, which 
“still represent the soundest and most 
justifiable form of colonial enterprise.” The 
extension could include the Sudan, the 
whole instead of only parts of Abyssinia, 
Portuguese colonies, and Nigeria; the total 
area would then be nearly twice the size 
of Europe. 

Two amendments to the present system 
of control were suggested : 

1. Each sovereign State within the area should 
throw open administrative services to an agreed 
ae eS of nationalities other than its own; 
an 

2. Public works and loans should be open to 
the best offers the subjects of any nation felt 
able to offer. 

TRANSFERS OF MANDATES 
In addition, there were, within the zone, 


posed of peoples of all shades of colour and 
of all sects of religion. 


No Common Bond 


"THE obvious question is how can this vast 
Empire be held together? There are 
only three things which can hold an empire 
together, a common religion, a common 
“nationality ” and an identity of interests. 
Religion is not one of the integrating 
forces in the Empire. 

Nationality cannot be the unifying factor. 
In fact it plays a greater part in disin- 
tegrating the Empire than any other factor. 
An overwhelming number of the peoples 
in the Empire are “stamped so visibly in 
colour and physical type with the badge 
of their different nationality.” For 
William Cowper’s words, . 

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin 

Not coloured like his own; and, having 

power 

To enforce the wrong, for such a worthy 

cause 

Dooms and devotes him as his lawful 

prey. 
are still true today. 

My earliest impression of England was 
expressed in the statement, “The whites 
and the blacks cannot live equitably under 
the same empire.” 

A few weeks ago this same sentiment 
was stated in a letter written by the Eng- 
lish people staying in the same hotel as 
myself to the proprietress: “It is not the 
custom in places of this nature to mix 
coloured and white people.” 

Already we see that the differences in 
“race” and, I add, culture make it impossi- 
ble for the Empire to be a partnership of 
equals for a common welfare. 


Basic Injustice 


But does this mean that a real Common- 
wealth of Nations is impossible? A 
real British Commonwealth of Nations to 
include the Colonies and India is, in my 
view, impossible. 
In the first place the foundations of the 
(Continued on page 11) 
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promising possibilities for a transfer of 
mandatory control to other States. Sir 


John wrote: 

As an example, there is the transfer of the 
mandatory control of the Cameroons to Ger- 
many. This suggestion would be the more 
attractive if, in return for being left undisturbed 
in the populous areas of the Ruanda-Urundi 
district in the former German East Africa, 
Belgium, and in turn, France and the inhabi- 
tants would acquiesce in the addition to the 
Cameroons of areas on the north bank of the 
Congo up to the Sanga river. 

If Belgium could agree to this, and France 
for other reasons could agree to the transfer 
of the necessary part of French Equatorial 
Africa, Portugal might then be willing to assist 
by disposing of the little enclave of Cabenda. 
The contribution of Great Britain would 
obviously be the Rio del Rey region south-east 
of Nigeria, coupled with the willingness to bring 
the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan within the Conven- 
tional Basin. 

Such a solution, he added, would need to 
be part of a general settlement, including 
international disarmament, under the ac- 
cepted conditions of inspection and control, 
while international control would be 
needed for whatever colonial settlement 


was reached. 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 
another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


The Editor's Point of View 


No Conscription : 
Two Complementary 
Moves 


IN an interview which we publish on the opposite page 

Mr. Fenner BRockway recalls the parallel between 
the introduction of conscription in the Great War and 
preparations taking place today. 


Then, as now, it was essential to secure first a sure 
foundation of all the available willing service. It was 
only when the numbers available were found inadequate 
that others had to be forced to serve. 

* * x 


But conscription does not, so to speak, suddenly bob 
up as a new issue with the introduction of an actual 
Conscription Act. Experience shows that the intermediate 
stages are essential steps to the final act of conscription. 


Moreover, the essence of conscription—the compulsion, 
regimentation, restrictions on liberty—is already to be 
seen in measures taken and announced, let alone those 
proposed for the future. If that element is not precisely 
definable in the issuing to every household of a hand- 
book full of advice (and a form complete with dotted 
lines on which to sign and a perforated edge making its 
sending as easy as possible without being compulsory), 
it is certainly more obvious in the measures begun last 
week to compile “an accurate record of all available 
housing accommodation” for evacuation in war-time. 

The Times declares that the functions of the visitors 
who are to gather the information on behalf of the local 
authorities will include the noting of any householders’ 
unwillingness to receive the number of refugees allo- 
cated to them—together with their reasons. 


The formation of the No-Conscription League to 
oppose such measures shows that some opponents of 
war preparations at any rate are fully aware that con- 
scription begins long before the passing of a Conscrip- 
tion Act and must therefore be attacked betimes. 


If the promoters have been unwise in any particular, 
it would seem to be in the lateness of their move. For 
they propose even now only to organize opposition in 
the political sphere, whereas we have seen that the 
evacuation scheme already entails measures calling for 
the organization of those whose personal opposition 
will be put to the test. 


* * Li 


It was Sir JOHN ANDERSON himself who said on 
Monday: 
We are working on the assumption that there is a risk of 
war within a comparatively short time. But that does not 
mean we expect war. 


People write as if we ought to aim at making war safe for 
civilians. My opinion is you cannot make war safe for the 
civilian. There is only one way of making the clvilian safe, 
and that is the avoidance of war. 

It is incredible that a man can say such a thing and 
not see that it calls for opposition to all that Sir Jonn 
has been appointed to do. For it can only be because 
one is prepared to support or sanction another war that 
one can aid the preparations (whether active or passive) 
which must naturally be taken to meet it. 

* * * 


But the very fact that so comparatively few people 
are, in fact, aiding the various war preparations, and 
that conscription has to be held in reserve for virtually 
certain use when it is found that the numbers of volun- 
teers are insufficient, indicates that the great majority 
of people do not share the Lorp Privy Srat’s readiness 
to support war blindly—blindly, in the sense that it is 
supported even though it be not expected, and its cause 
and circumstances consequently. unknown. 


It is that significant fact that has prompted the latest 
effort and the Peace Pledge Union (also announced on 
Pp. 2) in its more general opposition to conscription that 
is inherent in its basic pledge of renunciation of all war 
and its implicit duty to work for the removal of the 
causes of war. While those who feel called upon to 
oppose conscription at every stage (including its pre- 
liminary stages) tackle the job of war resistance at that 
end, there is tremendous scope for the winning over of 
all those who instinctively shrink from measures imply- 
ing the likelihood of war but do not yet see that the 
cnly way to ensure that war will not come is personally 
to refuse support of war in ever-growing numbers. 


Humphrey S§. Moore 
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Social Service In 
War-time 


by LAURENCE HOUSMAN 


social service organized in peace or in 

war-time is not so simple as some Peace 
Pledge Union members seem to think. It is 
quite evident that there are, at all events, 
degrees of abjection which pacifists might feel 
in undertaking various forms of work. 


About work that is directly related to war, or to 
service restricted by military orders, there can be no 
question that all convinced pacifists would avoid such 
service. But directly one comes to service which, in its 
direct application, is for life-saving or for the relief of 
suffering, pacifists may honestly differ; and it is, I think, 
a mistake for the Movement to impose an artificial 
scruple of conscience where it is not genuinely felt. 


p ‘HE question of the relation of pacifists to 


But at the back of all special cases, or cases arising 
from conditions of war or direct preparation for war, 
there is the plain fact that practically nobody can pursue 
even his or her ordinary social avocation, without the 
probability that it enables others to be called into war- 
service, or that it gives indirect aid to the prosecution 
of war. 

* 


gives aid to the activities of the military 

machine. Workers in almost every kind of 
factory that one could name have no guarantee 
that what they are making will not go to the 
service of war. 

Producers of food, of clothing, of workmen’s tools, of 
bicycles, and of other articles too numerous to mention, 
have no guarantee whatever that in war-time (or even 
now) what they are making will not go to the supply of 
military needs. 


[’ is not only the maker of armaments who 


A roadmaker makes roads over which armed lorries 
will travel and troops will march. An engine-driver 
drives trains which carry troops to the front. Mine- 
sweepers, whose dangerous work clears mines at sea 
from the destruction of food-bearing commerce, clears 
them also from the destruction of ships of war. 


Are all these useful or life-saving activities (some of 
them the usual avocations of those employed in them) 
to be abandoned for conscientious reasons if the country 
is either preparing for war (as it always is) or has 
actually entered upon war? Is it any more incumbent 
on his conscience that a pacifist should refuse to give up 
his ordinary job so as to undertake emergency work 
(of a life-saving character) than that he should give up 
that job here and now, because what he is producing 
will be, or may be, used for war-purposes ? 


A Principle to Follow 


That, I think, is an open question, which must be left 
to the individual conscience. To follow the first course 
might have a life-saving result (which all pacifists must 
approve), while to stick to his job, which is the other 
course, might provide material used by others for works 
of destruction (of which no pacifist can approve). 


There may be consciences so sensitive as to feel both 
courses to be wrong; but it seems to me that the broad 
principle which the large majority could follow with a 
clear conscience is this: that if the work they are doing 
is of a useful character, and is not essentially designed 
for destructive purposes, the responsibility for how their 
work is going to be used rests not with themselves, but 
with others. Similarly, if a pacifist undertakes emer- 
gency work which is of a life-saving character, his con- 
science may be clean, even though he accepts it under 
war-conditions. 

* 


UT even if that is accepted as a broad 

principle, the plain fact remains that 

continuance not only under war-conditions 
but even during peace-time, of any employ- 
ment of a useful kind, does in fact release others 
for war-service; and that the only way for the 
doctrinaire pacifist to avoid indirect contribu- 
tion to war-service is to refuse to do anything 
whatever, and to become a charge upon the 
community. 


What makes this more true is the fact that with our 
large unemployment problem, there are not jobs for all; 
and many young men go into the army because they 
cannot find anything else to do. Therefore, if all pacifists 
gave up their employment, they would be making room 
for others, and thereby reduce recruiting for the army 
to a minimum. They might also make it possible for 
armament workers to find a more innocent employment. 

But is it reasonable, or humanly possible, to require 
pacifists thus to separate themselves from the productive 
activities of the community? If that is to be demanded 


of them, follow it up, and see to what absurdity it leads 
us. 


Nurses who continue in their ordinary hospital work 
are making it more possible for other nurses to go out 
on war-service; doctors the same. Are all nurses and all 
doctors who are pacifists to go on strike, so as to create 
a shortage of the home-service necessary to the health 
of the population, in order to reduce the supply of those 
who are willing to go out on war-service? 


Social Service Strike ? 


It might be argued by ruthless pacifists (and pacifists 
can be ruthless) that this would be a very effective way. 
of dropping peace-bombs on to the population, imposing 
on them a strike of beneficent social service, but with 
an uncomfortable likeness to that counter-attack on the 
innocent and the helpless, which Lord Baldwin says is 
our only defence in modern war. 


Is it, then, a tolerable proposition that a hands-down 
strike against all forms of social service in war-time is 
the only right and moral course to adopt, because by 
that and by that alone can we ensure that we give no 
help to the operation of the military machine? 


* 


already given: is a road-mender who is a 

pacifist to mend side-roads and lanes with 
a clear conscience, but to refuse to mend main 
roads because the main roads are put to military 
use ? 


Is an engine-driver to drive his engine with a clear 
conscience so long as he is carrying only civilians, but 
to have a bad conscience if he is required to carry troops 
to the front? And is his conscience to be clean again 
when he is only conveying them back from the front? 
Is a farm-labourer to feel free to dig potatoes for the 
home market, but to refuse to dig them if his employer 
has taken on an army contract? 


P | ‘O go back to the instances which I have 


To my mind these scruples of conscience are uns 
practical and absurd. But the attitude of some pacifists, 
if they will follow out their argument to its logical end, 
brings them to this absurdity. 


The fact of the matter is that we are all cogs in a 
social machine which is not Christian, and there is no 
complete escape from it except for those who are willing 
to lead the life of a hermit, to eat and drink nothing on 
which duty is paid to the Government; or, as an alterna- 
tive, not to separate themselves from a social system 
which supports war, but to make themselves a definite 
charge upon it. 


It is not enough for the doctrinaire pacifist to refuse 
to pay income-tax: to be consistent he must also refuse to 
own house or land; to buy tea, coffee, sugar, matches, or 
tobacco, and become in fact like Nebuchadnezzar, who, 
when he lost his wits, “was driven from men, and who 
did eat grass as oxen; and his body was wet with the 
dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ 
feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.” 


I have put the case in what some may think an un- 
reasonable way; but the unreasonableness of my argu- 
ment is designed to match the unreasonableness with 
which certain pacifists try to bully other consciences into 
conformity with their own; and in order to show to what 
absurd extremes the cold logical following-up of their un- 
reasonableness might lead them. 


It seems to me essential that the Peace Movement 
should be a Movement which allows full liberty of con- 
science to all its members, and does not seek to impose 
a sort of totalitarian morality, which is akin to tyranny. 


For Generals and 
Politicians 


“Spanish Nationalist and Government troops are 
playing football together in ‘No Man’s Land’ along the 
- Spanish front.”—Press report. 


Although, in safety, you still propagate 
Conflicting creeds that slaughter innocents, 
Men will be men; not instruments of hate 
But brothers you have robbed of commonsense. 


Here on this blood-soaked Spanish earth, 
Fascist and Communist in friendship move; 
Play games together, call back with their mirth 
The gods that you have exiled—Peace and Love! 


And even whilst you plan your victories 
That pour youth’s hot blood down Ambition's drain, 
Peace smiles upon these alleged enemies, 
Who fraternize and are true men again. 
W. A. Rathkey. 
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LEAGUE TO FIGHT CONSCRIPTION 


The Sudeten 
Refugees 


« Emigration the Only 
Way Out,” says 
Their Leader 


EMIGRATION as the only way of salva- 

tion for the 5,000 Sudeten refugees in 
Czecho-Slovakia is urged by Herr Wenzel 
Jaksch, the Sudeten German  Social- 
Democratic leader, in a letter to the Daily 
Telegraph (10.1.38). 

“As everyone who has studied the situation 
knows,” he writes, “the German refugees enjoy 
only a temporary right of asylum in the terri- 
tory of Czecho-Slovakia. The Government cannot 
offer them either the prospect of a further stay 
jn the camps, or of permanent employment. 

“For the political Sudeten refugees a return 
to their home country is impossible. All the 
competent authorities here, and all the British 
observers, are, as far as I know, united in the 
conviction that for them there can only be one 
way out, that is, emigration to overseas 
countries. 

“In the last resort, the question concerns men 
who have committed no offence but that of re- 
maining loyal citizens of a democratic State, so 
Jong as their own country was governed on 
democratic principles. Have they not been 
punished severely enough for this through the 
Joss of employment, property, home and citizen- 
ship ? 

“The question concerns a few thousand people, 
whose only desire, to begin a new life in a dis- 
tant country, could in fact be realized without 
great difficulties. The conditions in our refugee 
camps are in fact of such a kind that the 
physical and mental state of their inhabitants 
(and their suitability for emigration) grows 
worse and not better, with every week of this 
severe winter. 

“But the main reason for their despair is 
that they can see no satisfactory prospect of a 
better future. They would rather struggle for 
existence in the most primitive conditions than 
be forced to depend on the help of others, in 
any kind of temporary camp. Are the democra- 
cies prepared to give practical support to assist 
the emigration of a few thousands of their 
friends, the victims of Munich?” 


To Coordinate Aid 
for Refugees 


Central direction will be provided for a 
large number of refugee organizations by 
the Coordinating Committee for Refugees, 


under the chairmanship of Lord Hailey. 

Mr. Thomas Robbins will assist Lord Hailey, 
while Sir Henry Bunbury, Comptroller and 
Accountant-General of the Post Office from 1920 
to 1937, has undertaken the task of bringing a 
number of organizations for Jewish refugees, 
with headquarters at Woburn House, into closer 
cooperation. 

Committees to coordinate local effort and to 
ensure close liaison with the coordinating com- 
mittee in London are being set up in cities and 
towns through the country, at the invitation of 
the executive committee of the Lord Baldwin 
Fund for refugees. A Scottish Council of the 
Lord Baldwin Fund will be set up with the same 
object. 
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CIVILIANS CANNOT 
BE PROTECTED 


Sir John Anderson’s Grim 
Admission 


"THE national Press was coy about 

Sir John Anderson’s grim admis- 
sion of the helplessness of civilians 
in time of war. 


He said, at the Press conference on 
his return from holiday on Monday: 

“A lot of people write as though 
we should make war safe for the civi- 
lian. My opinion is that you cannot 
make war safe for civilians. There 
would in any future war be inevitable 
casualties among civilians. 

“There is only one way of making 
the civilian safe, and that is the avoid- 
ance of war. 

“What we must aim at doing is to 
emerge from such a war with as little 
hurt as possible—but victorious. And 
if our civilians are to be in the fight- 


ing line they will have to suffer 
casualties.” 


The Daily Herald alone gave prom- 
inence to this frank confession of the 
futility of ARP for protecting the 
ejvil population. “CANNOT MAKE 
WAR-SAFE FOR CIVILIANS,’ its 
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See “The Editor’s Point of View” on opposite page 


Rallying Point for Political 
Opposition 


PLANS OF NEW 


ORGANIZATION 


O stimulate and coordinate political opposition to conscription, an 
organization called the No-Conscription League has been formed. 
Its provisional committee declares in a public statement that the 
Government is now entering on the same path to conscription as in 1915. 
It believes that the National Register and the new recruiting campaign 
have been devised in order to develop the early stages of compulsion for 


military and industrial purposes. 


The provisional committee consists of W. Ballantyne (NUR Executive), Chairman ; 
Cecil H. Wilson, MP, Vice-Chairman; James H. Hudson, Secretary; Miss Rose 
Simpson (Secretary, Women’s Cooperative Guild), Treasurer; Fenner Brockway 
(Secretary, ILP), Donald Fraser (Fabian Society Executive) ; and David Freeman 
(Executive of National Council for Civil Liberties). 


The committee is inviting delegates of Trades Unions, Labour Parties, Cooperative 
Societies, and Pacifist organizations to a Convention, to be held on January 22 at 


Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1. 


If the general plan of the No- 


Conscription League is accepted at the Convention on January 22, a series of meet- 
ings and conferences will be held throughout the country at the same time as the 
Government’s recruiting campaign. 


A HOPEFUL note was struck by Fenner 

Brockway, secretary of the ILP and 
a member of the provisional committee of 
the No-Conscription League, in an inter- 
view with Peace News. 

“Although the National Council of 
Labour has decided to cooperate with the 
Government in the administration of the 
National Register,” he said, “there are 
many signs of wide and strong opposition 
to this course. 

“Tt is significant that more Labour MPs 
abstained from voting in the House of 
Commons than voted for the National 
Register, and that nine Labour MPs had 
the courage to follow the ILP into the 
Lobby against the Register. 


TRADE UNION OPPOSITION 


“Whilst the General Council of the TUC 
has agreed to cooperate, reports are com- 
mon of great dissatisfaction among the 
Trade Union Executives which now have 
the details of the scheme in their hands. 
It is rumoured that one of the largest 
Trade Unions has already decided to re- 
fuse to cooperate. 

“At the same time, reports are coming 
in of Labour Parties and Trades Councils 
which are declining to accept the advice of 
the National Council of Labour to appoint 
representatives to the local National 


front-page heading stated: “ Ander- 
son’s Grim Reply to Critics.” 

The News Chronicle and The 
Times quoted part of the statement. 
The Daily Express (“ And the truth 
shall make you free”) and the Daily 
Telegraph apparently did not regard 
this as being palatable breakfast- 
table reading. 

Well, at least the readers of the 
Daily Herald and Peace News now 
know. Our thanks to Sir John Ander- 
son for a much-needed reminder of the 
truth expressed by Lord Baldwin in 
the House of Commons on November 
10, 1932: 

“JT think it is well for the man in 
the street to realize that there is no 
power on earth that can prevent him 
from being bombed. Whatever people 
may tell him, the bomber will always 
get through. ... The only defence is 
in offence, which means that you have 
to kill women and children more 
quickly than the enemy if you want 
to save yourselves.” 
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Register Committees. 

“In the Cooperative Movement there is 
very strong opposition. This is led by the 
Women’s Cooperative Guild, with its 83,000 
members. 

“This is the promising situation within 
the Labour Movement. In addition, there 
are the pacifist organizations and the vast 
membership of the Peace Pledge Union. If 
we can only bind together the opposition 
to the National Register and to the con- 
scription to which it is a preliminary, we 
may create an organized public opinion of 
tremendous power.” 


PARALLEL WITH 1915 


Comparing the situation today with that 
during the Great War, Mr. Brockway said: 
“No-one who lived through the experience 
of 1915 to 1916 can doubt that the National 
Register is a preliminary to conscription. 
A parallel procedure is being followed and 
unfortunately the official Labour Move- 
ment is being misled just as it was then. 

“In 1915, the Labour Party agreed to co- 
operate in the recruiting campaign in order 
to maintain the voluntary principle and 
avoid conscription. The recruiting cam- 
paign did not produce the numbers of men 
which the War Office required and was 
followed by a compulsory National 
Register, in August, 1915. The Labour 
Party then said: ‘‘We must also support 


this as another means of avoiding 
conscription.’ 

“The National Register was followed by 
Lord Derby’s Attestation Scheme, under 
which men were asked to register for mili- 
tary service. The Labour Party also 
supported this as a final effort to avoid 
conscription.” 


CONSCRIPTION INTENDED ? 


“Still the numbers of men required by 
the War Office were not forthcoming, and 
finally conscription was introduced. The 
Labour Party could not then draw back. 

“Tt will be the same now. In March 
the National Register is to be reviewed. 
The Government will say that the facts 
it has produced are inadequate and will 
demand a compulsory register. The Labour 
Party, having taken the first step, will 
be compelled to take the second. 

“T am told that no-one who has seen 
the schedule of reserved occupations circu- 
lated confidentially by the Government 
can have any doubt: that full conscription 
is intended.” 

Mr. Brockway ended by recalling the 
establishment of the No-Conscription 
Fellowship, with which he was associated, 
in 1914. “The two organizations have, 
however, a rather different basis,” he said. 

“In the present situation, the first neces- 
sity is to organize political opposition to 
conscription. It is for that purpose that the 
No-Conscription League has been started. 

“Later on, if the necessity arises, those 
who are determined to resist conscription 
personally, will no doubt consider the 
necessity of forming an organization on 
the lines of the NCF to supplement the 
activities of the League.” 


Sponsors Plan Albert 
Hall Meeting 


JN the course of the discussion on 

National Service at a meeting of 
Peace Pledge Union Sponsors last 
Friday, George Lansbury said he 
told people that if they were prepared 
to vote for war they must accept 
National Service, conscription, “and 
the rest of it.” 


The only logical ground on which 
to oppose conscription was to oppose 
war. 


The Rev. Donald Soper declared 
that people were, refusing to join up 
for National Service because in their 
hearts they did not believe that war 


was inevitable. He suggested the 
PPU should take that up and point 
out to these peopie that pacifism was 
the only way to ensure that war 
would not come. 


It was agreed to hold a public meet- 
ing in the Albert Hall just before the 
National Register was to be recon- 
sidered by Parliament, with some 
such slogan as “War Is Not Inevit- 
able.” 


Soper Back on 
Tower Hill 


THE Rev. Donald Soper returned on Wed- 
nesday to his “ pitch” on Tower Hill. 

He was greeted by a large crowd, which 
has been maintained for him, during his 
absence owing to illness, by the City of 
London group of the Peace Pledge Union. 

As Dr. Soper will be carrying on with his 
Wednesday lunch-hour addresses, the City group 
has decided to hold a PPU meeting there every 
Tuesday from 12.30 to 2 p.m. It is proposed to 
start next Tuesday, with John Barclay, David 
Spreckley and Gerald Bailey (of the National 
Peace Council) as speakers, 

Peace News has been selling out on Wednes- 
days, and it is proposed to sell also at the Tues- 
day meetings. It is hoped that sellers will be 
able to help on Tuesdays, either instead of, cr 
as well as, on Wednesdays. 


Spanish Children of the 
W.R.L 


Following are forthcoming birthdays at 
the War Resisters’ International Home for 
Spanish refugee children in the South of 
France: 

German Montero will be 11 cn Jan. 17. 

Paquita Calahorra will be 6 on Jan. 19. 

Vicente Calahorra will be 11 on Jan. 24. 

Luis Montero will be 6 on Jan. 30. 


Greetings from friends in Britain should 
be addressed to them at the WRI Home, 
“Les Tamarius,” Prats-de-Mollo (Pyr-Or), 
France. 

The War Resisters’ International still 
urgently needs funds to maintain the Home 
for Spanish refugee children at Prats-de- 
Mollo and for the continuation of relief 
work in Spain, where its milk centres 
function regularly and standard parcels of 
nourishing foodstuffs are distributed every 
week in Barcelona, Valencia and Madrid. 

Gifts of new and worn clothing are also 
asked for. Please send these to the Head- 
quarters: War Resisters’ International, 
11 Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex. Each 
parcel should bear the name and address 
of the sender. 

Friends are asked to launder garments 
before they are sent—soap is so scarce in 
Spain (it is lacking even in the hospitals). 
Boots and shoes too old for repair should 
not be sent and hats are not worn by 
Spanish women. 


Building Peace on Plenty 


A conference on “The Economic Road 
to Peace,” to be held in Friends House, 
London, from January 26 to 28, will be 
asked to adopt a resolution calling on the 
Government “to summon an Empire Eco- 
nomic Conference to make such changes 
in the financial and mercantile system 
necessary to distribute the abundance of 
imperial resources to all people under the 
British flag.” 

At the final session, to be held in the Central 
Hall, Westminster, Emil Ludwig will speak on 
“A New League of Nations.” Authoritative 
speakers on economic and allied problems will 
speak at the other sessions. 

Full particulars are obtainable from the 
honorary organizer, ERP Conference, Dick 
Sheppard Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, 
Thomas Street, W.1. 
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The Paeifist’s Bookshelf 


How Maps are Drawn 


By WILFRED WELLOCK 


The Truth About the Peace Treaties Vol II. 
By Lloyd George. Gollancz. 18s. net. 


] CAN think of few more fruitful occupa- 
tions than reflecting on The Truth About 
the Peace Treaties by Lioyd George. 


We there see how wars are conducted, 
how Allies are drawn in, how complications 
arise, and how, through interminable squab- 
bling over the spoils, new maps are made 
and the seeds of new conflicts are sown. 


This second volume on the Peace Trea- 
ties is confined to the re-drawing of the map 
of Europe and the Near East after the Great 
War, the preliminary data necessary to an 
understanding of the final wrangles being 
also included. 

One of the first revelations of this 
volume, which will startle most people and 
certainly everybody under forty, is the 
fact that the Allied war aims developed as 
the war proceeded. 


“In the initial stages of the War the Allied 
commitments did not go beyond Mr. Asquith’s 
famous declaration that the sword would not be 
sheathed ‘until the rights of the smaller 
nationalities of Europe are placed on an un- 
assailable foundation.’ ” 

At the same time “France cherished a faint 
hope that victory would bring her back her 
lost provinces. ... The Allies only gradually, 
by tentative advances, added to their war aims 
the achievement of liberation for races long ago 
absorbed into the systems of great military 
Empires.” 

“The joint reply of the Allies (January 10, 
1917) to President Wilson, who had asked them 
to define their war aims, contained the follow- 
ing: ... the restoration of Belgium, Serbia and 
Montenegro. ... the evacuation of the invaded 
terrilories in France, Russia and Rumania. , , 
the rcorganization of Europe ... based at once 
on respect for nationalities ... the restitution 
of provinces formerly torn from the Allies by 
force ... the liberation of the Italians, as also 
of the Slavs, Rumanes, and Czechoslovaks from 
foreign domination; the setting free of the 
populations subject to the bloody tyranny of the 
Turks; and the turning out of Europe of the 
Ottoman Empire as decidedly foreign to Western 
Civilization.” : 

And Lloyd George adds: “When, before we 
entered on the crucial campaign of 1918, I came 
to a considered statement of war objectives, the 
Allies had decided definitely to convert the 
struggle into a war of liberation.” And further, 
that “after full deliberation by the War Cabinet 
... I stated that ‘The consent of the governed 
must be the basis of any territorial settlement 
in this war'” 


Pious Programme 


A rather big programme! And how pious 
it all sounds. A new Europe if not a new 
world was promised, for extensive terri- 
tories were involved. But what had hap- 
pened, whence the spiritual revolution, 
which made this new world possible? Had 
the baptism of war so changed men’s souls 
as to cause them to demand a new order 
of social and international relations ? 


Already, alas, answers had been given to 
that question which conclusively proved 
that so far from the war having changed 
the hearts and aims of governments, it had 
stimulated greed, and thus that the declara- 
tion of war aims was little more than a 
veneer which hid all manner of sinister 
motives. 

Take the Treaty of London between the 
Allied Powers and Italy, as an example. 
That Treaty was signed on April 26/15. 
Its terms, which were kept secret, and 
which laid down the price to be paid for 
Italy's aid in the war, gave to Italy large 
tracts of territory in the Austrian Tyrol, 
many islands in the Adriatic, northern Dal- 
matia, an Italian Protectorate over Central 
Albania, &c. The Treaty contained no 
reference to the “ consent of the governed.” 


The Motives 


In drawing up the Treaty, ethnological 
considerations gave way to those of stra- 
tegy and history, under cover of which any- 
thing could happen. Lloyd George admits 
this. Sir Edward Grey was uneasy and 
held back his assent. He would only go part 
way. Lloyd George had no sympathy with 
Grey’s “ moral” objection, seeing the latter 
Was prepared to go part way. The degree 
of transgression was immaterial, he agreed, 
especially when you are confronted with 
necessity. That necessity consisted of a 
change in the fortunes of the war on the 
Eastern Front to the disadvantage of the 
Allies. 

And so Lloyd George ends this sad story 
with the confession: “War plays havoc 
with the refinements of conscience,” while 
Sir Edward Grey defended the Treaty with 


the remark: “In War you will have secret 
treaties. Many things regarded as criminal 
are regarded as inevitable in time of war.” 
This section might fittingly close with 
this sublime comment on the significance 


In determining the future government of 
the territories within the former Turkish 
Empire, the chief snags arose in connexion 
with the part which France, Britain and 
Italy were to play in them. 


of democracy in war time: speaking of* France wanted to possess Syria as a 


this Treaty Lloyd George says 

“T have no recollection that the details of the 
agreement were ever given to the Cabinet. We 
were only too well pleased to secure the adhe- 
sion of another Ally to scrutinize closely the 
proposed territorial re-adjustments which were 
the conditions of the bargain.” 


Injustice Admitted 


The last word is worthy of notice, for ina 
later letter Lloyd George admitted the in- 
justice of the Treaty. 

Keeping in mind the date of the state- 
ment of War Aims in reply to the request 
of President Wilson, viz. Jan. 10/17, it is 
interesting to note that at the Conference 
at St. Jean de Maurienne, which met on 
April 19/17, during the discussion of the 
Italian claims in Turkey. Italy was 
offered “a very large and compre- 
hensive sphere of influence in Southern 
Anatolia, where the population was by no 
means predominantly Turkish by race.” 
“We were free to include Smyrna in the 
Italian sphere, but we were determined to 
press Italy to take an effective part in the 
overthrow of the Turkish Empire without 
which this territory would not be available 
for disposition.” In the discussions on the 
disposition of territories in the former 
Austrian Empire we come upon this: 

“When we come to face these ethnographical 
difficulties it makes a great difference whether 
they arise between the Rumanians and the 
Hungarians who are our enemies, or between 
the Rumanians and the Serbs, who are our 
Allies.” 

No doubt the above passage explains such 
an anomaly as placing the Sudetenland 
within Czechoslovakia, although other 
equally sinister factors entered into that 
settlement as also into the fixing of the 
Polish-German frontier. On the latter 
issue Lloyd George says: 

“The French were obsessed with one idea, 
which poisoned and deflected their sense of 
justice in framing the Treaty. They were bent 
on taking the fullest advantage of this oppor- 
tynity to reduce the potential strength of Ger- 
many... . The possibility that Germany and 
France could ever become friends never entered 
into the calculation of any French statesman 
I ever met.” 

That same reason, coupled with the one 
contained in the quotation preceding it, and 
strengthened by the persistency of Dr. 
Benes, explains the creation of the ill-fated 
State of Czechoslovakia. 


Dr. Benes 


About Dr. Benes, Lloyd George has some 
harsh things to say: 

“ Czechoslovakia was represented at the Peace 
Conference not by her wise leader, President 
Masaryk, but by an impulsive, clever but much 
less sagacious and more short-sighted politician, 
who did not foresee that the more he grasped, 
the less could he retain.” 

“He (Dr. Benes) presented it (his case) with 
great skill and craft. He either ignored or 
minimized the fact that he was claiming the 
incorporation in the Czechoslovakian Republic 
of races which. on the principle of self- 
determination, would have elected to join other 
States. ... He larded his speech throughout 
with phrases that reeked with professions of 
sympathy for the exalted ideals. .. .” 

The situation above described places a 
great responsibility on those who demanded 
the operation of the full implications of 
Collective Security in order to defend the 
integrity of Czechoslovakia in the crisis of 
last September. 

The Turkish Treaty proved to be no less 
troublesome than the Treaty of Versailles. 
It, too, had been vitiated by a Secret Treaty 
—the Sykes-Picot Agreement, signed in 
May, 1916, whereby British and French 
spheres of influence within Arab territory 
were defined. 


Its ultimate revelation filled the Arabs 
with apprehension, while “Italian opposi- 
tion had to be bought off with the promise 
of territorial concessions in Anatolia, which 
created fresh trouble.” 

In the discussion of the Sykes-Picot 
Agreement, there appears this illuminating 
passage on Imperialism : 

“The French, however, were not confident that 
we had not ulterior designs. They knew that, 
like all Imperial races, the British always began 
their armed intervention in desirable territory 
by professions of disinterestedness, which 
gradually settled down into an unselfish acquisi- 
tion—for the benefit, of course, of the conquered 
province and its people.” 


Colony, whereas Britain had come to the 
conclusion that Palestine was of consider- 
able strategic value to her. Lord Milner, 
then Foreign Secretary, proposed a settle- 
ment of the Syrian question which, while 
it might placate the Arabs would insure 
“That the material development of the 
country would be undertaken by the 
French,” while as for us, “we must take 
care that in return the French fulfil their 
promise to us about Mosul and Palestine, 
and give it a liberal interpretation.” 


The issue of the strategic value of Pales- 
tine to Great Britain cannot be dissociated 
from the bargain made with the Jews to 
found a National Home for the Jews in that 
country, a full account of which appears 
in these pages. That promise was a war 
bargain pure and simple, and it even went 
so far as to assume that the Jews might 
eventually be in complete control of Pales- 
tine—a prospect that is the chief cause of 
the present trouble in that unhappy 
country. The following passages are 
worth pondering : 

“The Zionist leaders gave us a_ definite 
promise that, if the Allies committed themselves 
to giving facilities for the establishment of a 
National Home for the Jews in Palestine, thev 
would do their best to rally to the Allied Cause 
Jewish sentiment and support throughout the 
world. They kept their word in the letter and 
the spirit ... millions of leaflets were circulated 
in every town and area throughout the world 
where there were known to be Jewish commu- 
nities. They were dropoed from the air in 
German and Austrian towns ... and the Jews 
in Germany are suffering to-day for the fidelity 
with which their brethren in Russia and America 
discharge their obligations under the Zionist 
pledge to the Allies.” 

And so one could go on citing tragedy 
after tragedy. Yet the truth behind these 
tragedies does not appear to have dawned 
upon the recorder of them; nor has it 
dawned upon the majority of the people. 
A greater revelation of the horror and 
hopelessness of war could scarcely be found 
than is contained in these pages. 


All About The 


Arms Race 


The new edition of the Armaments 
Year-Book (fourteenth year), which has 
just appeared, shows that the competition 
in armaments, which the Assembly of the 
League of Nations in 1936 described as “a 
race toward grave and unknown dangers” 
has been accentuated rather than otherwise 
during 1938. 


The Armaments Year-Book is admittedly 
the only publication in the world which it 
is possible to find all essential information 
published by Governments, or obtained 
directly from Governments, on the armed 
forces of nearly every country in the 
world. 


The information contained in the book 
relates solely to the organization of the 
various armed forces in peace-time, no de- 
tail being available in official publications 
as to reserve material and the like. 


It contains in addition two annexes. 
Annex I contains the conventions, treaties, 
and agreements relating to the limitation 
of armaments concluded between different 
countries from 1817 to 1938. Annex IT con- 
tains a number of recapitulatory tables on 
the characteristics of the armed forces of 
the different countries, the changes in mili- 
tary expenditure in the years 1932 to 1937, 
and comparative statistics of the navies of 
certain powers. 


BOOK 


PEACE cus 


Brings you the best i PEACE LITERATURE for 2/6 
a month. Write for particulars and a free copy of 
PEACE BOOK NEWS to the Secretary :— 

PEACE BOOK CLUB, 5, Goodwin's Court, 
St. Martin's Lene, London, W.C.2 


A First Step 


BIRMINGHAM reader writes: 

In view of the falling circulation 
of Peace News, I want to make a 
practical suggestion for increasing 
sales. 

The idea I have adopted is to ask 
a friend sympathetic to our cause if 
I may ask his local newsagent to send 
him Peace News for a month at my 
expense. I pay the newsagent in ad- 
vance and later call on the friend and 
ask him if he will have the paper sent 
to him permanently in the ordinary 
way. 

I believe fifty percent of the twelve 
people I shall approach wil! become 
permanent readers. I have already 
started and have decided to make six 
new readers during the year. 

If every reader did this the circu- 
lation would approach 120,000 in one 
year, and in a few years would reach 
1,000,000. If we had a sale of 1,000,000 
we could make the war-mongers 
tremble and would soon get world 
peace, providing the Peace News 
keeps up a good standard and is not 
afraid of a bold, courageous peace 
message. 

Will others do this with me? Will 
your readers make this a New Year 
Resolution? It will cost 4s. a year; 
surely it is worth it. It is real 
National Service. 

Good! Here is the first mile-stone: 


Help us to get another 2,633 readers 
in the next week or two so that we 
can get 


Back to the 20,000 ! 


What the League 
Has Done 


Aims, Methods, and Activities of the League 
of Nations. Allen and Unwin. 2s. 


The revised edition of this invaluable 
handbook is as interesting as ever. Yes, in- 
teresting—for it is more than a handbook 
of cold facts and official information. 
though it is produced by the Secretariat of 
the League. 


The glance at “International organiza- 
tion before the League existed,” for in- 
stance, is illuminating. It should also 
serve to diminish the despair with which 
many contemplate the apparent demise of 
the League. Nor is so severe a testing time 
for the League an inappropriate time for 
reading “What the League is” or even “The 
League’s aims.” 


Most valuable of all (though necessarily 
far from exhaustive account) of the 
League’s achievements and attempted work. 
It illustrates admirably the case for revising 
the League as an instrument of interna- 
tional collaboration (rather than of coer- 
cion) by developing, broadly speaking, its 
technical activities against its political 
work. 

H. S. M. 


Advice from 


Lord Ponsonby 


Despite the panic over ARP during the 
September crisis, “the one and only con- 
ceivable defence against air bombardment 
was taken: namely, to prevent the 
bombers from coming, and the rejoicings 
for peace were exuberant, sincere and 
universal.” 


So says Lord Ponsonby in The Crisis: A 
Message to Members from Lord Ponsonby, 
published by the Peace Pledge Union, 96 
Regent Street, W.1, at 6d. per dozen (4s. 
per 100). 


“The crisis is by no means over,” he 
adds; there is great danger in the further 
speeding up of armament preparation. The 
pamphlet provides a guide for pacifist 
activity in these dangerous days. 
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SPEAKING 


PERSONALLY 


A Programme for Pactfists 
In Time of War 


programme of change would be best for 

pacifists to espouse calls for a fairly long 

discussion by itself. I have my own 
idea about it, but there is not space enough 
for that here. 


Various things have been proposed: the 
Van Zeeland recommendations; money 
reforms; work for the unemployed similar 
to that of Pierre Ceresole, that of Peter 
Scott, or that of the Friends’ Service Camps; 
more or less self-sufficing small communi- 
ties maybe like that of the Cotswold 
Bruderhof; Socialism; Guild Socialism; 
Distributivism; land tax reform as proposed 
by Henry George; consumers’ cooperatives; 
a reformed League of Nations; certain 
educational schemes. 


J UST what specific social and economic 


Some of these are more adequate than 
others; perhaps none go deep enough. But 
even those which are only ameliorative are 
useful beyond their immediate, visible 
results. This is because such work 
strengthens the intangible but enduring 
forces of respect for personality, sympathy, 
generosity, mutual trust, kindness, unity, 
and love. 


These intangibles are a necessary part 
of the foundation of a better world. Any- 
thing that enhances them is sound. So 
even though not all pacifists can yet agree 
on any one particular programme, let any 
individual or group choose the work they 
fee] is most valuable and devote themselves 
to it. 


* 


THe pacifist must prove and 
strengthen his moral bravery in 

advance of war by his simple mode of life, 
by the quality and extent of his sacrifices, 
by the character and direction of his work. 


In addition to this, he or she should en- 
gage in specific individual and group 
training of thought, emotions, sentiments, 
spirit, and action for the creation of a 
better world. He should try in advance to 
make himself immune to war | hysteria. 
Books like Lord Ponsonby’s Falsehood in 
Wartime help here. 


Some who have time and inclination can 
promote understanding by learning and 
telling the history, beliefs, and economic 
circumstances of such nations with whom 
his country might later become embroiled; 
also by learning the specially fine qualities 
of such peoples and their great men. 


The pacifist should try to see the acts of 
his own government as they were seen by 
other nations. The book, Foreigners Aren’t 
Fools, is a good exercise of this sort. He 
should try always to avoid “righteous” 
indignation about the acts of other nations. 


In advance of war, pacifists should 
organize truthful methods by which they 
can, if possible, keep in contact with each 
other, share information as to what may be 
happening to one another, try to secure 
publicity for all trials of conscientious ob- 
jectors, dramatize their meaning to the 
public, help one another at trials or in 
difficulties of any kind arising out of their 
adherence to pacifist principles. For sug- 
gestions, see the record of experience of 
CO’s during the World War. 


* 


¥ WOULD advocate opposition to and 

refusal to join or register under 

schemes like ARP. It will not do to join 
in the hysterical herd fear. 


You can learn to bandage wounds and 
guide and help frightened people without 
being under government orders. There is 
real danger that ARP will be used by 
governments for repressive purposes aside 
from war. ARP may prove in action so 
futile as to cause a great revolt against all 
who take part in it. 


The pacifist should refuse to undertake 
ambulance or hospital service under gov- 
ernment orders. Plenty of humanitarian 
work may be found which does not help to 
prolong war. 


Should a pacifist refuse to pay taxes to 
the State at war, or a portion of his taxes 
proportional to the percentage of its total 
income that the State spends on war? Of 
course such a refusal does not really re- 
lease him from paying indirectly a share 
of the expenses of war, at least, so long 
as he stays out of jail. A fraction of the 
cost of everything that he uses or consumes 
goes toward taxes paid to the government 
by the manufacturers and distributors of 
those goods, and is used in part for war 
purposes. 


The pacifist may refuse to pay a fine for 
non-payment of taxes, but he cannot pre- 
vent the government from seizing his 
property and using it or the cash proceeds 
from it for war. 


The fact is that all money and property 
rights, are created and maintained by the 
State. So far as the pacifist uses money 
and property he will have to “render unto 
Cesar, the things that are Cesar’s.” As he 
has been using money and property, and 
paying and helping others to pay taxes up 
till now, knowing that the government be- 
lieves in the effectiveness of war and has 


Richard B. Gregg, author of "The 
Power of Non-Violence," is the fifteenth 
writer under the heading " Speaking 
Personally." This is the second of three 


articles. 

Previous contributors have included 
Vera Brittain, Laurence Housman, Lord 
Ponsonby, Leonard Barnes, and Ronald 
Duncan. 


been preparing for war, he can hardly ab- 
solve himself from all responsibility for 
war. 


The only way he can cease completely 
from helping economically to support war 
is by going to jail and staying there until 
his nation really abandons war as a method. 


* 


NDEED where all of society is 
engaged in a mistake such as war, 
it is impossible for any individual wholly 
to absolve himself from complicity, unless 
he is willing to cut himself off entirely 
from society. Short of that, the question is 
at what point will he make the wisest 
compromise. 


If he is trying only to save his own soul 


“The Jews 


and keep himself free from the sin of war, 
there is some question as to the value of 
his martyrdom. If he sincerely believes that 
by going to jail as a protest against pay- 
ing taxes for war, or by paying a fine for 
refusal to pay all or part of his taxes, he 
is being most effective in arousing men’s 
minds and feelings against the evil, he may 
be right. 

But in so doing he is basing his action 
not on the absolute refusal to do what he 
believes is wrong but on the choice of the 
best method for righting the wrong. A re- 
fusal on the basis of absolute right or 
wrong would logically have required him 
to stop using money or property rights 
long before he was fined or went to jail 
for his refusal. 

On the basis of choosing the most effec- 
tive way to stop war, pacifists should 
realize that in our pecuniary civilization 
a refusal to pay taxes is, like a general 
strike, an open and final challenge to the 
very existence of the State. This is true 
also of a refusal to pay part of one’s tax. 
Against that challenge the State will do 
battle with all its resources. 

Hence pacifists should not refuse to pay 
taxes until they 

1. Have worked out a picture of a sub- 
stitute for the State; 

2. Have worked out and tested a non- 
violent method of making the change to 
the new order; 

3. Have got into actual operation a 
number of the transitional organizations 
necessary ; 

4. Have acquired skill and self-confidence 
in the non-violent method, along with 
many pacifists; 

5. Have in minor ways demonstrated to 
the public, their administrative capacity 
and responsibility ; and 

6. In minor struggles have demonstrated 
to the public the effectiveness of the 
method and its actual non-violence. 

Not till then will the pacifist be prepared 
for a successful struggle with the State. To 
refuse to pay taxes before there has been 
fairly thorough preparation of that sort is 
poor strategy, and is bound to fail. 

Of course there may be several prelimi- 
nary attempts and failures as a part of 
learning and acquiring all the conditions 
and as a part of the gradual winning of 
self-confidence and public trust. But that 
does not absolve pacifists from being as 
wise as they know how. 


Have Never 


Practised Non-Violence” 
—Mr. Gandhi's Reply to Critics 


I R. M. K. GANDHI has answered critics 

-" of his appeal to the Jews (quoted in 
Peace News, December 23) to meet perse- 
cution by non-violence. His appeal was 
based upon his own experience of over- 
coming by non-violence a similar persecu- 
tion of Indians in South Africa. 

Critics of his appeal to the Jews declared 
that the latter have been practising non- 
violence for the past 2,000 years. In his 
weekly, Harijan, Mr. Gandhi replies: 

The Jews so far as I know, have never prac- 
tised non-violence as an article of faith or even 
as a deliberate policy. Indeed, it is a stigma 
against them that their ancestors crucified Jesus. 
Are they not supposed to believe in eye for an 
eye and tooth for a tooth? 

Have they no violence in their hearts for their 
oppressors? Do they not want the so-called 
democratic Powers to punish Germany for her 
persecution and to deliver them from oppres- 
sion? If they do, there is no non-violence in 
their hearts. Their non-violence, if it may be 
so called, is of the helpless and the weak. 

What I have pleaded for is renunciation of 
violence of the heart and consequent active 
exercise of the force generated by the great 
renunciation. 


“HITLER WILL BOW” 

There is a difference, he points out, 
“between passive resistance of the weak 
and active non-violent resistance of the 
strong.” Despite fierce opposition the non- 


violence of the strong “ ends in evoking the 
widest public sympathy.” Mr. Gandhi 
goes on to claim that 
if the Jews can summon to their aid the soul 
power that comes only from non-violence, Herr 
Hitler will bow before the courage which he has 
never yet experienced in any large measure in 
his dealings with men, and which, when it is 
exhibited, he will own is infinitely superior to 
that shown by his best storm troopers. 

The exhibition of such courage is only possible 
for those who have a living faith in the God of 
Truth and Non-Violence, i.e., Love. 


Given proper training and generalship, 
such non-violence can be practised by 
masses of mankind. 


OTHERS MUST HELP 

Nor need the adoption of such methods 
mean inaction by other Powers. “They 
will, they are bound, to do ail they can to 
free the Jews from the inhuman persecu- 
tion,” writes Mr. Gandhi. “My appeal has 
force in face of the fact that the great 
Powers feel unable to help the Jews in an 
effective manner.” 

He concludes by replying to the accusa- 
tion that India itself has not entirely ac- 
cepted non-violence, declaring that he is 
among those who are blessed because they 
expect nothing. He felt, however, it would 
have been wrong to remain silent when 
he was sure he knew the remedy. 


By RICHARD ||| We Did Not 


| Say It... 


Not Guilty 


““War-guilt’ was among the questions 
examined by the Joint Committee of German 
and French histurians which met in Paris in 
1935... It is significant that the committee 
was unanimous in stating its opinion that no 
deliberate desire for a European War could be 
attributed to any particular government or 
people in 1914, although warlike currents of 
opinion existed in the several States. Austria- 
Hungary and Russia were, in some respects, con- 
sidered more blameworthy than Germany.” It 
is also shown (from documents in the British 
Foreign Office Archives) that had France, in- 
stead of Germany. violated Belgian neutrality, 
the British Government would have contented 
itself with a mere protest.” 

—Ourselves and Germany. Marquess 
of Londonderry. 


& 
“In a broadcast message Major 
General Sir Fabian Ware, of the 
Imperial War Graves Commission .. . 
disclosed that if war had come 


arrangements had been made for a 
mutual respecting of the war ceme- 
teries of the two countries.” 


—Belfast Telegraph. 


Hatemongers 


“The War... was the supreme and tragic 
climax of Victorian Cant... They said they 
didn’t want to lose us, but they thought we ought 
to go;... they said one of the most civilized 
races in the world were ‘Huns, they invented 
Cadaver factories; they asserted that a race of 
men notorious during generations for their kind- 
liness were habitual baby-butchers, rapers of 
women, crucifiers of prisoners; they said the 
‘Huns’ were sneaks and cowards and skedad- 
dlers, but failed to explain why it took 51 months 
to beat their hopelessly outnumbered armies; 
they said they were fighting for the liberty of the 
world, and everywhere there is less liberty; they 
said they would never sheathe the sword until 
etcetera, and this sort of criminal rant was called 
Pisgah-Heights of Patriotism.... And _ they 
still have adherents, who still dare to go on 
preaching to us!” 


—Death of a Hero. Richar’ Aldington. 


Where Salvation Lies 


“It is no exaggeration to say that hitherto 
those responsible for ARP, from Cabinet Minis- 
ter to ANP wardens, have terrorized the civilian 
population by impressing on them that salvation 
lies mainly, if not wholly, in burrowing under- 
ground, the deeper the better. As an ARP 
official explained to me recently: ‘If we don't 
put the fear of God into people, they'll do 
nothing.” 


—Letter in The Times. 


Britain Will Soon be “ Normal ” 


“The possibility has to be reckoned with that 
in the next few years Britain wil! place itself in 
the ranks of the ‘ militaristic States’ which were 
previously regarded as a Continental phen- 
omenon. The ‘island’ will finally be transformed 
into a normal European State.” 


—The Nazi Angriff. 
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Y 7HAT would happen if the fear of war 

was suddenly removed? I lay awake 
the other night asking myself this question 
for hours. It was some time before I could 
examine the changed situation. 


Everything we do, say, or think is at 
present governed by the ever-present 
thought of war; because of this we act and 
think in a limited circle. We never plan 
far into the future or “ build castles in the 
air,” and always see the future in terms of 
ever-increasing shocks. . 


We seem to be linked up with an “ alter- 
nating current” of fear-waves. I am per- 
suaded that the only way to get out of this 
circuit and to live once more in an atmo- 
sphere of sanity is to blow out the fuses 
and switch over to the “direct current ” of 
sound human relationship. 


What sort of tension are we living under 
I wonder? It is only possible to realize it 
when buoyed up on a wave of hope. Iam 
sure that all we need is to break the ten- 
sion for a short time and we should dis- 
cover an immense reservoir of energy and 
courage waiting to be drawn on and 
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DECK ! ” 


capable of sweeping away most of the 
difficulties now facing us. Time after time 
I feel myself to be on the verge of dis- 
discovering the clue to it. 

It is so obvious that by being hopeful we 
inspire hope in others, but it is not enough 
to be hopeful, the real test is to be able to 
behave hopefully. 

This brings me to the point of group- 
planning. My advice is to go straight 
ahead with preparations for a great propa- 
ganda campaign during February, March, 
and April, putting aside all fear of crisis 
or possible conscription schemes. Plan 
your meetings on the necessity of peace; 
buy literature and distribute it even more 
than heretofore. Tell everyone you can 
that war is not only inevitable but un- 
thinkable. Plug-in to the direct current of 
hope and send it pulsating through the 
world as far as you can. 

A new spirit of adventure is waiting to 
be released and it is only needing the con- 
fident appeal of the few to let it out into 
society. We are war-weary before ever 
the war has come to us. 


PEACE NEWS 


The refugee problem is stirring the con- 
science of the world and it is the sign we 
need to be up and about. Victims of war 
already out-number the war-minded and 
the permeation that is taking place is 
double-edged. It undermines the appeal 
to go to war on the one hand and increases 
the appeal to sympathy and understanding 
on the other. 


For heaven’s sake let us remember we 
are human beings dealing with a human 
problem. Tremendous things have been 
done in the past by pioneers and I sug- 
gest that we shall be lacking in courage if 
we will not imitate and surpass their 
conquests. 


We have opportunities that they never 
had, the power of transport and rapid com- 
munication, as well as the inspiration of 
their example. And before I finish, will 
you remember to keep in touch with us at 
headquarters so that all the extra effort 
which will be put out may be co-ordinated 
and directed toward a common purpose. 
Write for information and also send me as 
many suggestions as you can. Link up with 
other groups, revise your plans continu- 
ally and be prepared at any minute to 
cancel a small venture for a larger. 

We have the chance of a life-time if only 
we will see it. The call is for “all hands 
on deck and put on full sail.” 


THE Belfast group has distributed the 

National Peace Council petition forms 
to leaders of the various churches and has 
succeeded in securing the signatures, 
among others, of the Bishop of Down, 
Conner and Dromore, Cardinal Macrory, 
Dean Kerr, Rabbi T. Schachter and the 
Rev. J. Waddell, ex-moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church. 

The group has also prepared a letter 
drawing the attention of the public to the 
campaign and asking for support. This 
will appear in the local and provincial 
press signed by the above signatories to 
the petition and by other prominent 
people in religious circles. 

In addition, individual members of the 
group are endeavouring in every possible 
way to obtain signatures and where pos- 
sible to distribute forms to people in key 
positions and to such organizations as the 
trade unions. 


Ashford’s Petition Campaign 


AN appeal for 5,000 signatures to the 
National Peace Council’s petition is 
now well under way. So far the secre- 
tary has received just over 1,500 signatures. 
There is a large part of Willesborough and 
South Ashford which remains to be can- 
vassed and volunteers are needed to help 
in the villages. 
Between sixty and seventy “Letter of 
Friendship” have been sent by Ashford 
members to German people. One reply 


reads:— 

Though things may look different at times. 
you can rely upon much good will on this side. 
I can assure you that it is not only myself, but 
thousands of others who have recognized that 
these ideas will succeed in the long run. 


Have You a Room in W.C.2? 


IT is hoped to arrange a lunch-hour group 

in the W.C.2, district of London, prefer- 
ably between Kingsway and Chancery 
Lane. 


PEACE PLEDGE 


“ THINGS WE WANT YOU 


“THE MEANING 


" FASCISM, 


Will anyone who can lend a room in this 
district for one lunch hour per week (Mon- 
day or Tuesday preferred) write to Miss 
Effie Planker, c/o The City Group (PPU), 
13 Paternoster Row, London, E.C.4. 


United Action in East Kent 


THE first of what it is hoped will be a 
regular Bulletin for East Kent has just 
been issued and contains a plea by C. W. 
Hope Gill for united action. 
Mr. Hope Gill has been sent by head- 
quarters with the object of coordinating 


Going, Going ...! 


A lady’s gold wristlet watch has been 
given by an anonymous donor to the Basque 
Fund. 

It is now awaiting a purchaser at PPU 
Headquarters. A reasonable offer will be 
gladly accepted. 


Mr. Frank B. Middleton will be glad to 
receive bids, and to display the watch to 
anyone interested. 


work of all the groups in this district, and 
getting new ones started. 


Herne Bay is organizing a big public 
meeting on February 4, at 8 p.m., which 
will be addressed by John Barclay. He 
will meet members in The Hut, Hill- 
borough Road, at 3 p.m., and this will be 
followed by an open-air meeting in the 
town at4p.m. At 5.30 p.m. it is hoped that 
all who possibly can will meet Mr. Barclay 
at Loaders’ Café for tea, where arrange- 
ments will be made for the appointment of 
a regional committee. 


Encouraging meetings have already 
been held in Whitstable, Margate, and 


96 Regent St., 
London, W.I. 
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Group News from the Four Corners 


Hythe and efforts are being made to get 
groups going in each of these. 


Macclesfield Groups Activities 


MACCLESFIELD members intend to 

make the best of 1939, and already they 
have drawn up a full programme of meet- 
ings up to the end of March. 

They have started by organizing a week- 
end conference to be held tomorrow and 
Sunday (January 14 and 15) in the Lamb 
Guildhouse, Bowdon. The first session at 
2.45 p.m, tomorrow will be addressed by R. 
H. Ward, on “ Non-Violent Resistance” and 
the evening session (6.30 p.m.) will be 
devoted to discussion on the same subject. 

On Sunday, Neil Pearson will speak on 
“ Civil Liberties and Pacifism” at 2.30 p.m., 
and the 6.30 session will again be devoted 
to discussion. 


Basque Children to Visit 
Blackburn 


AMONG the events organized by the 

Blackburn groups will be a concert by 
the children from the PPU Basque House, 
Langham, Colchester, to be held in the 
YMCA, Limbrick, on March 2. 

The concert will include Spanish folk 
dancing, sketches, &c., and a collection will 
be taken in aid of Basque House. 

Numerous meetings have been arranged 
to take place in the above named hall, and 
the speakers will include the Rev. W. D. 
Baston, Miss D. Baker, Rev. A. Knowles, 
and Miss A. Smith (headmistress, Wigan 
Girls’ High School). 

Further particulars are obtainable from 
J. Sharples, 36 Northgate, Blackburn. 


Pacifist Political Activity 


The general secretary of the Christian 
Pacifist Party, Mr. W. L. Williams, will be 
available for addressing groups in and 
around London until Wednesday. Applica- 
tion should be made at onee to Mr. G. E. 
Turner, 6 Palace Court Gardens, Muswell 
Hill, N.10. 


International Youth 
Camp in Belgium 

In August of last year over 200 young 
people from ten countries attended an inter- 
national youth camp in Holland and used 
Esperanto as their sole means of intercourse. 

An international youth movement was 
formed at the conclusion of the camp to 
arrange a yearly international youth camp, 
and to press for the teaching of Esperanto 
in all schools. 

It has been decided to have a camp this 
year in Belgium, near Brussels, and it is 
expected that at least 400 young people will 
attend. 

In order to give added interest to the 
camps, excursions to places of interest are 
arranged so that the young people can 
become acquainted with the life and work 
of others in different countries. 

Further information is obtainable from 
John W. Holland, 61 Vandyke Road, Leigh- 

ton Buzzard, Beds. _ 
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(Under the Oak Tree ; 
i OLD SPANISH ' 
CUSTOMS 3 


=== By Theo Wills ==) 


FIESTAS, processions, celebrations of one 

kind and another were formerly, we 
are told, so numerous in Spain as to be a 
plague. Modern notions have improved 
matters, but the customs which our 
children retain witness to the richness of 
the tradition in which they were born. 

The noisy merry-making of Christmas— 
a group of English children had sent a box 
of gaily coloured hooters—was scarcely 
over when one morning the small boys in 
the bedroom next to the office set up a din, 
shouting “Inocente! Inocente” (pro 
nounced “ innothentay ”). 

During the day one found oneself sent on 
fruitless errands and bewildered with 
bogus alarms. Puzzled visitors were told 
by the children that their presence was 
required in the office and found it was not 
required. The telephone was reported 
ringing and found not to be ringing. 

The sequel in each case was to be sur- 
rounded by children chanting “Inocente! 
Inocente!” (“Innocent! Innocent!”)}—the 
Spanish equivalent of April Noddy! April 
ist, so to speak, being celebrated in Spain 
on Innocents’ Day, December 28. 

* a ~ 


Solemnly, as the last hour of 1938 closed, the 
whole company rose to their feet and ate a grape 
for each stroke of the clock. This is the Spanish 
custom. We got Big Ben as being the slowest 
Striker available. Then everyone began the New 
Year by shaking hands with everyone else. 

= s a 


While the English child has only one Father 
Christmas, the Spanish child has three. They 
are the Three Kings who duly arrived at 
Langham on the Feast of Epiphany, January 6. 
The importance of the day was shown by the 
arrival of a letter for the children from the 
President of the Basque Government, a noble 
letter, enjoining them to be hopeful and brave, 
to enjoy the love bestowed on them by the 
British people, and to pray for their fathers 
and mothers in Spain. 

The children knew precisely which members 
of the staff were hidden under the royal robes 
but made a great show of awe when the sup- 
posed travellers from the Orient crept into their 
rooms. Their majesties also condescended to 
appear in the house concert at the end of the 
week. Bestita, Emilita and Esperauza, the three 
smallest babies, played the parts of children in 
bed with much glee, 


This series, “Under the Oak Tree," is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 


Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
96 Regent Street, London, W.l. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


The Notice Board 


Meetings 
West Norwood group meets on second and 
fourth Tuesdays in Room 4, St. Luke’s Church 
Hall (near tram terminus). Study circle (to 
study Gregg’s The Power of Non-Violence), 
meets in members’ houses in rotation—usually 
first and third Tuesdays. 


Poster Parades 

Volunteers wanted for special parades to 
awaken public interest in the sufferings of 
Sudeten refugees. Held every Monday from 
6.45 p.m. from Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Thomas Street, W.1. Refreshments before and 
after the parade obtainable at the club. 

Volunteers required for National Petition 
parade tomorrow (Saturday), organized by 
Hackney group, Meet outside Woolworths, Mare 
Street at 8 p.m. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Streatham. — Mass selling, Streatham High 
Road, tomorrow (January 14), 3 to 5 p.m. 
Volunteers needed. 

Tottenham.—Helpers are urgently required to 
sell Peace News and help at bookstall on Fridays 
from 6 p.m. outside the Friends’ Meeting House, 
High Road.—Write to Hilda Butcher, 19 Grey- 
hound Road, London, N.17. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted every Saturday. 
Meet outside Brown and Muffs (Tyrell Street 
entrance) at 2.15 p.m. Names and addresses to 
J. Ibson, Dale Garth, Daleside Road, Thornbury, 
Bradford. 

Sheffield.—Urgent, on Fridays, between 5.45 
and 8.30 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 
Street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 
Pickup, 25, Change Alley, Sheffield, 1, not later 
than the previous Monday. 

Belfast—Volunteers wanted for Friday even- 
ings. Write Miss I. Brown, 56 Ulsterville 
Avenue, Belfast 


Miscellaneous 

Offers of hospitality for refugee friends 
urgently needed from London Area, particularly 
for short periods of a night or two, to take 
them on arrival in London before travelling on 
to other parts of the country. Write to: War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

Peckham group thanks “Anonymous” for 
generous gift of £2 received by post on 
Wednesday evening last week. 

A social has been arranged by Southbourne 
and Boscombe teams for January 25 in Fellow- 
ship Hall, Kimberley Road, Bournemouth, 
Local members please note this and publicize 
it, Everyone welcome. Admission 6d. 


~ 
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Fortheoming 
Events 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 


. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s addrcess)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Friday, Jan. 13 
BAYSWATER; 8p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre; 
Laurence Housman will give reading from his 
works; PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Maurice L. Rowntree on “Some Prison Experi- 
ences of a Conscientious Objector”; PPU. 


Saturday, Jan. 14 
MANCHESTER; 10.30 a.m Friends’ Meeting 
House, Mount Street; teachers’ group; PPU. 
HULL; 3 p.m. and 5.30 pm. Peace Centre, 64 
Prospect Street; regional conference ; Rev. Glyn 
Lloyd-Phelps (secretary, Northern District) ; 


FoR. 

Sat. & Sun.. Jan. 14 & 15 
BOWDEN ; The Lamb Guildhouse, Chester Road; 
week-end conference; Saturday, 2.45 p.m., R. H. 
Ward on “Non-Violent Resistance”; 6.30 p.m, 
Giscussion; Sunday, 2.30 p.m., Neil Pearson on 
“Civil Liberties and Pacifism”; 630 p.m., dis- 
cussion; PPU. 


Sunday, Jan. 15 
KILMARNOCK; 8p.m. King Street Church; 
Professor MacGregor, Rev. Vincent Williams and 
Rev. D. C. Mitchell (chairman); PPU. 
MORECAMBE; 8.15 p.m. Sefton Road Congre- 
gational Church; Rev. J. Howard Davies (chair- 
man), Mrs. H. Byles-Ford, and Rev. Ernest 
Foster on “The Christian and Pacifism”; PPU. 


Monday, Jan. 16 
BLACKBURN; 7.45 p.m. YMCA, Limbrick; 
J. R. Grocott on “ An International Language as 
an aid to Peace”; PPU. 

THORNTON HEATH; 8pm. Library Hall, 
Brigstock Road; Nigel Spottiswoode on “The 
Van Zeeland Report”; PPU. 


Tuesday, Jan. 17 
LONDON, W.1; 7.45 p.m. Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House; Special 
London Group Leaders’ Meeting; PPU. 
WESTCLIFF; 8p.m. Messrs. Newberrys Cafe, 
121 Hamlet Court Road; John Barclay; PPU. 


Wednesday, Jan. 18 
COLCHESTER; = 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Shewell Road; Karlin Capper-Johnson 
on “Central Europe”; Society of Friends and 
FoR. 

DONCASTER; 7.30 p.m. YWCA Hall, Cleveland 
Street; Rev. Donald Robins; PPU. 
GLASGOW; 8p.m. Masonic Halls, 100 West 
Regent Street; Richard Bishop (Wales) ; PPU. 
LUTON; 8p.m. Wesley Hall, Waller Street; 
Canon Charles Reven; PPU. 

WEST WICKHAM; 8 p.m. The Library, Coney 
Hall: Rev. R. W. Sorensen and Andrew Stewart 
(chairman), on “The Pacifist Revolution”; 


PPU. 

Thursday, Jan. 19 
LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10p.m. 13 Paternoster Row ; 
Bernard G. Lawson on “ The Constructive Peace 
Work of the Quakers"; City PPU group. 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Maurice Rowntree on “The Construction of the 
PPU”; City PPU Group. 
FISHGUARD; 7.30p.m. The Tabernacle; Nigel 


Spottiswoode, R. J. Jones and Rev. Eurfin 
Morgan: PPU. 
NEWTON ABBOT; 7.30p.m. Dick Sheppard 


Centre; weekly discussion circle; I. N. Wales; 
PPU. 

FULHAM; 8p.m. Town Hall; Rev. Reginald 
Sorensen, Sybil Morrison, and Preston Benson; 
PPU. 

BELFAST; 8 p.m. Fitzroy Avenue Presbyterian 
Church Hall; debate: “That Peace requires 
Armaments”; PPU. 


Friday, Jan. 20 
(4 to 10 pm.) ; SATURDAY, Jan. 21 
(2.30 to 10 p.m.) ; MONDAY to FRIDAY 
(6.30 to 10 p.m.)—not open THURS- 
DAY; SATURDAY, Jan. 28 (2.30 to 


10 p.m.) 

LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road ; 
Workers’ Empire Exhibition ; admission by pro- 
gramme—3d. 

SHIRLEY, Surrey; 8p.m. Benson School, West 
Way; chairman, Croydon branch, International 
Friendship League, on “International Friend- 
ship”; PPU. 

BANGOR; 8 p.m. 32 Main Street; meeting 
addressed by members of Belfast group; PPU. 


Fri. & Sat., Jan. 20 & 21 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8p.m. St. George’s Church, 
Bloomsbury Way: Murder in the Cathedral, by 
YT. S. Eliot; presented by The Adelphi Group. 


Saturday, Jan. 21 
ILFORD; from the Dick Sheppard Club, York 
Road; a propaganda day to advertise meeting 
on Jan. 26; PPU. 
HUDDERSFIELD; 3p.m. Paddock Adult 
School; quarterly meeting of West Yorkshire 
Federation, followed by social evening; PPU. 
LEICESTER; 3p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street; meeting of East Midland Area 
Committee, PPU. (Secretary, Norah North, 7 
Alexandra Road, Leicester.) 


-Monday, Jan. 23 
LONDON, N.W.1; 8p.m. Friends House, Euston 
Road; Rev. H. Ingli James and W. L. Williams 
on “Pacifists and the Political Outlook”; 
Christian Pacifist Party. 


Thurs. to Sat., Jan. 26 to 28 
LONDON, N-\W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
A conference on the Economic Road to Peace; 
organized by W.1 group of the PPU; details 
from the honorary organizer, Dick Sheppard 
Memorial Club, King’s Weigh House, Thomas 
Street, London, W.1. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


— 


What 
does 


stand 
for? 


3. METHOD 


| is sometimes said that pacifism 
is a mere negation. But though it 
begins with the refusal to take part 
in war, it cannot and does not end 
there. For that reason Aldous Hux- 
ley wrote the first official pamphlet 
of the Peace Pledge Union, What are 
you going to do about it? explaining 
its aims and basis. The policy of the 
Peace Pledge Union arises out of the 
basis of membership, which is the re- 
nunciation of the war method. 

It stands instead for the method of 
non-violent resistance, and it aims at 
so working out the technique of non- 
violent resistance that it will set the 
new spirit free and create the new 
attitude in the world. The Peace 
Pledge Union is not a specifically 
Christian movement. There is no 
credal or sectarian condition of mem- 
bership. But it asserts pacifism as a 
faith, for in denying the power of 
material force it appeals to spiritual 
and moral power. It is a fellowship 
of men and women who are prepared 
to study constructive peace-making, 
to become enthusiastic peace-makers, 
and to accept such self-discipline as 
will be necessary if we are to repu- 
diate all our relationships with the 
destructive method of violence, and 
prove the redeeming power of love. 

The Peace Pledge Union is, there- 
fore, anxious to include within its 
membership everyone who is ready to 
renounce war and live instead for 
peace. 

The headquarters are at 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer. 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretary), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 
I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and send 
the card to PPU headquarters 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


1}d. per word, minimum 2s 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
TWO ROOMS, furnished or unfurnished, with 
use of kitchen, to be Let. Tenants must be 
racially tolerant young men or married couple. 
Refugees acceptable. Terms reasonable—For 
further particulars, address 12a Westbourne 
Grove, W.2. 


[ sunpixe AND DECORATING | 


DECORATIONS AND ALL HOUSE REPAIRS. 
Plumbing, &c.—C. T. Coles, 45, Alma Avenue, 
Highams Park, E.4. Telephone: Larkswood 1904. 


| DRAMATIC | 


DO YOU LIVE IN NORTH LONDON? If so, 
come to Springfield Hall, Springfield Road, NEW 
SOUTHGATE, on Saturday, January 28 (8 p.m.), 
for a dramatic evening. New Southgate Pax 
Players present The Boy Comes Home (A.A. 
Milne); interlude (presented by Madame Elsie 
Wood): and Homicide (Hedley Quant). 
Admission by programme, 1s. from 59 Waterfall 
Road, New Southgate, N.11. 


EDUCATIONAL 


GERMAN LESSONS or exchange conversation 
by Viennese Pacifist, living in S.W.12 (Balham). 
—Box 128, Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


| HEALTH AND MEDICAL | 


GARLIC NATURE-CURE TREATMENT for 
rheumatism. With a pure diet, no better remedy 
for rheumatism than garlic is known to medical 
science. ‘“ Allysol” tablets and liquid contain 
the antiseptic purifying power of garlic without 
that garlic smell “Allysol” does not taint 
breath or body. No animal substance. No drug 
effect. Powerful but harmless. Trial box 3s., 
or 3 months supply 24s., post free from G. 
Millwood, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


KINGSTON, EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure (Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son. Particulars from the Secretary, Kingston, 
Edinburgh, 9. 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES. (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls of 
honour, &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists. Battley Brothers, 
Ltd., Commercial Artists and Photographers, 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press, 
Ciapham Park, S.W.4. Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 


“There is No British Commonwealth . .” 
(Continued from page 5) 


British Empire in many parts of the world 
were built on gross injustices and cruelties. 
It was, for instance, by a subtle diplomatic 
fraud that the Gold Coast became trans- 
formed from an independent State to a 
Crown Colony. The fraud was so subtle 
that a good many of the Gold Coast people, 
more especially our Chiefs, as the Royal 
Commission on the Gold Coast cocoa situa- 
tion found out, do not even know now that 
the Gold Coast is a Crown Colony. 

There is also the fact that many parts 
of the Empire were acquired with all the 
paraphernalia of bloodshed and destruc- 
tion. These things are not easily forgotten. 
Some say a high sense of justice and duty 
ean make the first violence and injustice 
forgotten and create confidence and sym- 
pathy in the governed. 

In the second place there cannot be a 
real commonwealth unless there is respect 
for all in the commonwealth. And respect 
can only come about when the peoples in 
the commonwealth make a serious attempt 
to study one another’s institutions, customs 
and problems. The average Englishman’s 
knowledge of colonial conditions is dismal. 

It has been suggested that a Labour 
Government will make things different. I 
do not share this optimism. I agree with 
the Labour Party on many points, but 
definitely not on its Colonial policy. 

Unfit to Govern 
"THE rank and file and the leaders of the 
Labour Party are all saturated with 
the missionary ideas of the White Man’s 
Burden. 

Even Sir Stafford Cripps, for whom I 
have great respect, could not extricate him- 
self from this great delusion. Speaking 
at Friends House, London, in a conference 
on “Empire and Peace,” he said that there 
were countries in Africa which could not 
govern themselves. He at once reminded 
me of the propaganda current in the Gold 
Coast in 1931 that the Labour Party cannot 
govern, because it “always makes a mess 
of the country.” 

Our governmental institutions were 
created, or rather evolved, to deal with a 
set of conditions different from what they 
are being asked to deal with now. As soon 
as we came into contact with Western 
civilization it became imperative for those 


institutions |» be adapted to deal with the 
new situation. 

Institutions ar2 not as adaptable as in- 
dividuals, and individuals are not easily 
adaptable by any standard. The adapta- 
tion had to take time. But before v-e could 
realize what was happening, we had been 
declared unfit to govern. 

The England of the 19th century was one 
of misery, disorder, and injustice. The 
basis of the trouble was not the fact that 
the English were incapable of governing 
themselves but that their institutions were 
being asked to cope with problems for 
which they were unsuited. 

The administration of any country is a 
difficult one. It is more difficult, in fact 
impossible, when the governing people are 
different, racially, culturally, and econo- 
mically from the governed. This situation 
can be improved only when the services 
of the nationals of the country are used in 
the administration, not only in local gov- 
ernment but (more) in the central govern- 
ment. 

This is an arrangement, which the cham- 
pions of Indirect Rule have not found it 
pleasant to consider. But it is the only 


way. 
William Ofori Atta 


The ' New Leader," organ of the 
each week. Every sincere 
Peace worker should see it. 
By using the attached coupon, 
you can get the "N.L." at 
the special rate of 2s. 6d. for 


six months, post free. 


LECTURES 


HACKNEY.—Lectures every Friday, 8.15, 39 
Upper Clapton Road, January 13, “ Who are the 
Revolutionaries?” H. Waite. SPGB. Admis- 
sion free. Questions, discussion. “Tomorrow’s 
War! Russian help for German armaments.” 
“Is Britain going Fascist? Your vote—and 
you.” Do these questions interest you? If so, 
write now for tree spccimen copy of this month's 
Socialist Standard to SPGB (Dept. 9), 42 Great 
Dover Street, London, S.E.1. 


“MARXISM AND THE LIBERAL TRADI- 
TION,” by John Strachey. Wednesday, January 
18, at 8 pm. Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.1. Price ls. F.P.S.1. 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION 
(London Union). A Fellowship Hour, for com- 
munion with God and each other, is held the 
third Monday in each month, from 6 to 7 p.m., 
at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


WOMAN SHORTHAND-TYPIST, age 20-30, 
pacifist preferred, wanted for PPU headquarters. 
Apply by letter, giving experience and salary 
required, to 96 Regent Street, W.1. 


Wanted 


MEMBER OF PPU seeks employment «s 
Joiner with employer of same views.—Box 144, 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


URGENTLY WANTED BY PACIFIST (middle- 
aged man, unemployed), any clerical or account- 
ing work.—Apply Lynam, 50 Thornhill Square, 
Barnsbury, N. 


TYPEWRITING 


TYPING FOR “PEACE.” Jean’s Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs you 
may have—large or small. Speed, efficiency, and 
low charges. ’Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, E.C.2. 


WHERE TO STAY | 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt, 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c., 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich. near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 


ene 


Ambergate (L.M.S.). 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


To .. 


Reece reer enerereeresnesesseseeereeserseee 


(Newsagent's name) 


| Please deliver ‘PEACE NEWS“ 
to me weekly. 


Address cccccsteceticcscccssvecttocccecsenas 


as from issue dated...........cccssecses 


Note to Newsagent:— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. | 


HILLSIDE GUEST HOUSE 
FARNCOMBE, SURREY 
Centred in the heart of beautiful country, 
Excellent Facilities for Conferences, Accom. 90, 
Lecture Hall seat 200. Central heating. 
OPEN ALL the year round, easy reach of 
London, road or rail. 
—— Write or ‘Phone: Godalming 1055 ——— 


Special Offer to “PEACE NEWS” Readers 


Readers of '' Peace News " have become interested in the I.L.P. because 
of its stand against War, Rearmament and the National Register. 


I.L.P., vigorously voices these views 


1] enclose 2s. 6d. Please send me the “N.L.” 
for six months according to your special offer 
in " Peace News.” 


Post to Manager, " New Leade 
35 St. Bride Street, 


r, 
London, E.C.4. 
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Looking Forward |A Pacifist Commentary 


to a New 


World Conference 


(Continued from page 1) 


such a time, such a scheme, requiring much 
non-existent patience or good will, could 
not. Moreover, the future well-being of 
those peoples was the very last thought 
in the minds of the victors who had only 
two aims; one, or by far the more im- 
portant, to weaken Germany; the other 
to reward the Czechs and Serbs ard even— 
by the sop of South Tyrol—the Italians. 


Let us then beware of crystallizing our 
demands too soon. (Sugar-boilers know 
that if the cook allows the syrup to boil 
only a few seconds too long, the sugar 
crystallizes and is no longer workable, and 
all is to do again. The sugar must cool, 
fresh water be added and the syrup re- 
boiled. Worse still, if the sugar is allowed 
to burn, for then it must be thrown away.) 


By all means let us have some clear aims! 


and stick to them and urge or explain them; 
but let us remember the sort of world in 
which the conference must be held. and the 
varied natures of the actual men that must 
take part in it. Are we indeed sure that 
we want actual men to confer at all? Or 
are we unconsciously imagining a confer- 
ence of archangels? 

Let us also remember that whoever attends 
the conference, will not do so as himself 
only. though individual personality may be 
of immense importance. He will have to 
consider :— 

1. The people whom he represents. 

- 2. The people whose representatives he 
meets. 

If he is a politician, he may wish 
fervently that he could expunge his past 
utterances. If Mr. Lloyd George could have 
attended the Versailles congress without 
trailing the clouds of his war-rhetoric, it is 
posssible that he might have made a firmer 
stand for what he knew was right. But 
he himself had filled the House of Com- 
mon: with the “hard-faced men who looked 
as if they had done well out of the War,” 
and he was compelled to listen to them; 
had he not. he might have found, when he 
returned to England. that they repudiated 
his signature as the United States’ Senate 
repudiated that of President Wilson. 


A representative cannot go bevond what 
his own people will accept: or. if he be a 
spell-binder, beyond what he can coax or 
corapel them to accept. This may be very 
far short of what we, or even he might 
wish. If we are wise, we shall take into 
account what was possible or what im- 
possible at that time. 


National Petition 


The Duce and Spain : 


Mean “Sanctions”? : 


[E- seems that Spain will be the only ques- 

tion on which a decision is likely to be 
reached during the British Ministers’ talks 
in Rome. A settlement in this sphere must 
precede the Four-Power talks which the 
Duce is said to desire; so must a settlement 
of his dispute with France, which was dis- 
cussed by the British Ministers with the 
French Premier and Foreign Secretary on 
the way to Rome. 

A factor that will affect the talks is the 
turn of events in Spain. General Franco’s 
offensive in Catalonia has been followed by 
a Republican advance south-west of 
Madrid. This threatens the railway be- 
tween the rebels’ northern and southern 
territory, and may yet compel Franco to 
divert troops from Catalonia. 

It therefore seems that Mussolini will 
hardly be able to claim that the Spanish 
war is virtually over, while the moment is 
an inappropriate one for him to agree to 
withdraw his troops from the Peninsula in 
return for the granting of belligerent rights. 

The fortunes of the Spanish combatants 
are reflected in the British press. While 
the News Chronicle gives prominence to the 
Republican success in the south, The Times 
features the insurgents’ claims concerning 
their advance in Catalonia. 


Roosevelt's Speech 


AN unexpected reaction to President 

Roosevelt’s speech to Congress last 
week was Mr. Chamberlain’s statement 
welcoming it as “yet another indication of 
the vital réle of the American democracy 
in world affairs and its devotion to the ideal 
of ordered human progress.” 

It may be wondered whether Mr. Cham- 
berlain attached most weight to the Presi- 
dent’s declaration that America was willing 
to cooperate with other nations in an en- 
deavour to secure peace, or to his outspoken 
references to totalitarian States. Recent 
suggestions that official British opinion has 
hardened against Germany would indicate 
that the President’s attack on the dictator- 
shios was the object of Mr. Chamberlain’s 
welcome. 

But we are justified in demanding that 
the welcome of the speech as a whole should 
be followed by action, to secure a construc- 
tive Anglo-American lead towayd the re- 
moval of the causes of war. The implica- 


Plans tor Big New Drive 


NAORE details are now available of the. 


campaign in support of the National 
Petition tor a new Peace Conference which 
is being promoted by the National Peace 
Counci! with the cooperation of the Peace 
Pledge Union and some fifty other national 
organizations. 

Arrangements are in hand for the sending 
of a special emissary to the United States 
to seek an interview with President Roose- 
velt and to urge the importance of Anglo- 
American cooperation in securing a con- 
structive initiative for peace by the democ- 
racies—cne of the central objects of the 
Petition. 


The organizers are aiming at a minimum 
total of 1,000,000 signatures by the end of 
February, with a view to the holding of 
central and local deputations to the Premier 
and MPs, and demonstrations in London and 
other centres during March. 


A “PETITION WEEK ” 

Birmingham, Southampton, Huddersfield, 
Coventry, Rugby, and Hastings are among 
the larger towns which are to undertake a 
house-to-house canvass for the Petition in 
the course of the next few weeks; a Peti- 
tion Week, during which the campaign is to 
be intensified in all parts of the country 
is to be held during February. 


Among the prominent people .who have 
recently indicated their support for the 
Petition are: 

Cardinal MacRory, Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All-Ireland; 

Lord Hereford ; 

E, Phillips Oppenheim, the famous author; 

Bobby Howes, stage “star”; 


M. Phillips Price, MP; 

R. C. Sherriff, author at Journey's End; 

Geoffrey Whitworth, Director of British Drama 
League ; 
. Professor R. M. Henry, Acting Vice-Chancellor 
of Belfast University. 

PPU APPEAL 

Canon Stuart Morris, Chairman of the 

PPU, writes: 


“TI am sure that all your readers will have 
been interested in Gerald Bailey’s article in, 
Peace News. May I, therefore, take this Oppor- 
tunity of thanking all members of the Peace 
Pledge Union who have contributed to the suc- 
cess that this effort has so far attained. 


“No one can doubt that the Petition campaign 
has met with the most encouraging support, but 
may I also point out that we dare not rest con- 
tent with less than at least a million signatures? 
If this figure is to be reached, what has already 
been done must be regarded as a foundation for 
still further effort. 

“May I therefore appeal to all your readers 
who are already taking part in the campaign to 
be prepared to carry on for at least another 
two months, and to any reader who has not yet 


helped with the canvass to make real use of 
this extended opportunity of ensuring that by 
an intensified effort the campaign should sweep 
ahead to a really successful conclusion.’ 


Lord Ponsonby to Speak to the 


Services 
On the invitation of Admiral Lord Cork, 
Commander-in-Chief at Portsmouth, Lord 
Ponsonby is to address an audience of 
officers of the three Services at Admiralty 
House at the end of this month. 


In speaking of steps toward peace he will 
explain the position of a pacifist. 


tions of this are pointed out in references 
elsewhere in this issue to the National Peti- 
tion for a new Peace Conference. 


“Sanctions” Against 


Dictators 
[X reviewing the Presidential message it 
must not be forgotten that it was fol- 

lowed by 

1. A statement by Senator Pittman, chairman 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, that 
he thought Mr. Roosevelt desired Congress to 
consider new laws “to enable our Government 
to use more than words to support our rights 
with the economic and financial power of our 
Government”; and 

2. A Budget message to Congress showing 
“ defence” expenditure for the year commencing 
July 1, 1939, as amounting to £263,911,600, an 
increase of £61,870,200 over the contemplated 
expenditure for the previous year. 


In connexion with the first it is significant 
that the word “Sanctions” has already been 
used. A German newspaper attributed to 
Senator Pittman a remark asking whether 
it was necessary to shoot a man whom one 
could starve to death. 

The method is one that commends itself 
to some in this country also as a “ peaceful” 
way to prevent aggression. But, as the 
Sunday Times pointed out, “Peaceful 
*sanctions’ are only effective provided the 
Power imposing them has force in reserve 
to stand by them, if those against whom 
they are imposed threaten to retaliate by 
war.” 

Hence the mounting American armament 
expenditure. One must be ready, if neces- 
sary, to shoot the man one would prefer 
“ peacefully ” to starve to death. 

The way to peace is not through a block- 
ade of Germany similar to that of 1918-19 
which helped to create the sentiment on 
which Hitler rode to power. Common 
sense demands that the constructive way 
be given a trial. 


“The Hundred 
Thousand” 


THE programme of “ The Hundred Thou- 
sand,” latest “national unity ” 
movement, is a queer mixture. 

In foreign affairs it stands for a reversal 
of the Chamberlain policy; in home affairs 
it wants still faster rearmament (‘“mem- 
bers will be expected to join the Territorial 
Army, Auxiliary Air Force, or ARP”), 
plus the adoption of the TUC Youth 
Charter. The latter is an obvious “sop” 
to the progressives who are needed as 
members if the movement is to call ‘tself 
“national.” 

It is not so obvious how the 40-hour week 
for young workers, raising of the school- 
leaving age to 16, and abolition of the 
Means Test—all points from the TUC Youth 
Charter—are to be reconciled with a speed- 
up in rearmament. War preparations and 
social progress are mutually exclusive. 

The movement has already lost some of 
its claim to be “national” with the with- 
drawal of Captain B. H. Liddell Hart and 
Mr. Vernon Bartlett. Conscription is said 
to be on its agenda and Captain Liddell 
Hart is against conscription, though Mr. 
Bartlett is not. 

It is to be doubted whether Mr, Duncan 
Sandys (son-in-law of Mr. Winston 
Churchill) and Mr .Randolph Churchill will 
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: Did Roosevelt 
: Baltic Peril 


succeed in persuading other prominent pro- 
gressives to support their thinly disguised 
form of reactionary nationalism. 


Aland Islands 


FINLAND and Sweden have drawn up 

their plan for “limited remilitariza- 
tion” of the Aland Islands, originally 
demilitarized under a League Convention 
in 1921. 

Britain, France, and Germany are among 
the other signatories of the Convention 
who are to be notified of the plan and it is 
being taken for granted, in a most unsatis- 
tactory manner, that they will agree to it. 
Indeed, a Conscription Bill for the 
Alanders (who have strongly expressed: 
their opposition to militarization) has been 
drawn up by Finland, and quite minor de- 
tails are already being settled. 

Far from the plan being one for the 
“defence” of the islands, it is almost cer- 
tain to lead to trouble. The islands are of 
strategic importance to Powers bordering on 
the Baltic. In the event of war the islands 
would be of less value in their demilita- 
rized state than if they are fortified, and 
Finland and Sweden will now probably 
find themselves courted (or threatened) 
by Germany and Russia. Will Germany’s 
price for agreement to the plan be a secret 
understanding that the islands will be 
available for her use in the event of war? 

A firm refusal by Britain to countenance 
this dangerous remilitarization plan would 
prevent the Alanders from becoming un- 
willing pawns in power politics. 


‘American Demand For 


World Conference 


Active leadership of the United States in 
support of international conference and 
conciliation to check the “ present ominous 
drift in world affairs” was urged on 
December 28 in a _ public statement 
addressed to President Roosevelt by some 
800 representative Americans from educa- 
tional, religious, labour, and business 
groups in all part of the country. 


Citing the precipitous rise of the world 
armament expenditure from £800,000,000 in 
1933 to £3,400,000,000 in 1938, the statement 
declares that “the nation cannot much 
longer continue along this road without in- 
viting disaster for our own and future 
generations.” Fully recognizing the diffi- 
culties, the statement nevertheless urges 
“sa fresh attempt” to bring “all nations 
within the orbit of international negotia- 
tion” for the purpose of solving the press- 
ing problems which confront the people of 
the world. 


The statement adds: 


The difficulties which today beset the nations 
of the world will be resolved either by war 
or conference. There is but one sane choice 
between these alternatives. 


The duty of our own and other nations is 
therefore clear. The United States, in 
collaboration with other nations, should 
initiate and carry forward international negoti- 
ations looking toward economic and military 
disarmament. The Munich Agreement 
apparently affords merely a breathing spell 
during which the nations have been given 
what may prove to be the last opportunity in 
our time to lay the foundations for an 
enduring peace. 
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